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Introduction 


"Living archives refer to practices and environments that connect the organisation, preservation and 
transmission of memory with creative, performative and participatory processes in the present". 


(Sabiescu, 2020: 497) 


Archival processes involve multiple forms of recording who we are and what we 
do. This project seeks to recognise practices of urban reclamation led by women in 
Moravia as part of the living archive of the neighbourhood. Moravia in Medellin, 
Colombia, is "a neighbourhood of migrants" that originated due to forced displacements, 
war violence of war, and social injustices. Sabiescu (2020) defines living archives as 
performances that alter conventional narratives to enrich reduced, suppressed, and 
omitted histories. Under this approach, territorial claims are framed by disputes of 
permanence, conversations about community knowledge, and visions of memory and the 
future. At the centre of these conversations is the archive. With their diverse expressions, 
forms, and layers, living archives contribute to processes of the social construction of 
habitat and territorial reclamation. In this project, we propose living archives as a 
decolonial methodology that will help re-centre life to imagine forms of living heritage 
(Ortiz and Yepes, 2020) based on relational ways of thinking and to mobilise spatial justice. 


In this sense, archives become artefacts for human rights advocacy and the care for life. 


Living archives are vital for mobilising women's emancipatory transformation. In 
Moravia, living archives witness a past of reclamation, show spatial agency in the 
present, and are key to shaping alternative futures. From this perspective, living archives 
as a methodology help reveal everyday interactions, a polyphony of histories, and the 
multiplicity of often silenced, spatial practices. Through a living archive, communities 
establish multi-temporal conversations about their connections to the territory. These 
conversations employ local knowledge and skills and acknowledge existing cultural 
practices. Thus tapping into the community's intangible experiences and connections to 
the living memory and heritage of the place. 


To address the complex reality of Moravia, we focus on three issues at the core of 
historical territorial claims and today's threats of displacement, social ruptures, and 
conflict with Moravia's urban renewal plans: 1) security of tenure, 2) ‘reception’ of 
migrants and 3) ecological reparation. From a research-based design perspective, these 


themes serve as lenses for analysis and collective imagination of Moravia's future. By 
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focusing on these themes, we seek to shape urban design proposals as an agent of 
change in Moravia while positioning living archives as a decolonial methodology for 
imagining alternative urban futures and a political tool for territorial reclamation. These 
themes also offer an integrative understanding of the process of urban transformation in 
Moravia as they embrace the interaction and relationship between the various actors, the 
processes of knowledge production, the physical forms of the city, and its social 


dimensions and uses. 


In this project, different partners come together to explore the potential of living 
archives through weaving practices, photography and audio-visual resources, oral 
histories, spatial practices, etc. Through the recognition of diverse practices as part of 
the living archive of Morava, this project recognises the role of displaced and migrant 
women as builders of the city and shapers of the future. It is crucial to value and use 
their knowledge in the struggle against dispossession and spatial violence. Developing 
and co-creating a living archive is a concrete mechanism for using Moravia's living 
heritage to reclaim a city at peace, challenging narratives about stigmatised communities 
and places. To engage in this co-creation process, we have formed a learning alliance 
between members of the community of Moravia, the Centre for Cultural Development of 
Moravia, University College London, and Newcastle University. 


The co-creation process involves recognizing, researching, and mobilising Moravia's 
living archive. They will apply collective mapping to imagine possible urban futures with 
gendered perspectives, using spatial practices, textile practices, audio-visual material, 
and historical photos. We framed these processes in a decolonial feminist perspective, 
highlighting the inseparability of territorial forms of violence experienced in the bodies 
of racialised women, their ancestors, and the community (Cabnal, 2019). The concept of 
"body-territory-land" (Cabnal, 2019) guides the co-creation processes, focusing on 
practices that recognise the interdependence of this continuum. We propose weaving of 
territory, body, and earth as an act of healing, as it gives centrality to the interweaving 
between weaving and care for life. This exercise will constitute a repository of urban 


memory and living heritage that represents a process of co-creative imagination. 


Keywords: living heritage, living archives, territorial reclamation, women, Moravia 
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Objectives 


This project seeks to legitimise the role of displaced and migrant women as city 
builders and shapers of the future. We believe valuing and using their knowledge in the 
struggle against dispossession and spatial violence is crucial. The development and 
co-creation of a living archive for Moravia will reveal the processes and practices of 
memory transmission while producing a concrete mechanism to use the living heritage 
of this population to reclaim a city in peace, challenging narratives about stigmatised 


communities and places. 


Based on years of partnership and collaboration with the Moravia Cultural Development 
Centre (CDCM) and various community organisations in the neighbourhood. This 


project's aim is threefold: 


1. To trigger mapping practices that trace memories of displacement and 


togetherness to co-create alternative urban futures. 


2. To reveal the archival significance of embodied knowledge and collective 
experiences of intergenerational memory transmission using textile practices, 


audio-visual material, historic photos, and spatial practices. 


3. To expose narratives of reclamation of the historical role of women in 
neighbourhood building processes to leverage new spatial imaginations of 


gendered urban futures. 
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Guiding Questions 


To turn a repository of urban memory and living heritage into a collective 
imagination process to counter existing eviction threats, this project departs from the 
following guiding question: 


How to recognise the practices of 
territorial reclamation led by the 
women as part of the living archive of 
Moravia? 

What socio-spatial practices constitute 
the living archive of Moravia? 

How does weaving socio-spatial strategies 
to imagine urban futures for Moravia 
promote the permanence of the 
inhabitants? 

How to communicate/make Moravia's 


living archive visible as a reparation tool? 
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Analytical Framework 


Metaphorically speaking, the neighbourhood has been woven by its inhabitants 
through historical processes that involve spatial, social, and environmental ruptures and 
processes of vindication, legitimisation, and care. Understanding weaving as a strategy 
and a technology of care, this project documents the intimate and collective stories of 
those who weave and are embedded in urban transformations. Through this metaphor, 
this project questions what has been woven, what is currently woven, and what we can 
weave to address existing ruptures while interweaving the polyphony of stories of 
vindication and care into a living archive that contributes to processes of territorial 
reparation. To address the complex reality of Moravia, we propose to focus on three 
issues that are at the core of the threats of displacement, social ruptures and conflict 


with Moravia's urban renewal: 


1) Security of tenure: in processes of integral neighbourhood improvement security of 
tenure is a central topic but has been mostly limited to the legal and individual 
dimensions of ownership. Although this aspect is crucial, territorial claims focus on the 
right to collective permanence and the recognition of multiple forms of tenure, such as 
renting or possession. In our project, this lens will help us reveal the diverse memories 
weaved on the neighbourhood's settlement, self-construction, consolidation, and 


densification and the disputes linked to land markets. 


2) Reception of migrants: The trajectory of transformation of the neighbourhood has been 
marked by the reception of different groups that have arrived in search of opportunities, 
fleeing from conflict or because of existing intergenerational ties, care, and family 
networks. Groups have arrived at different historical moments, bringing diverse 
geographic backgrounds and ethnic origins. Despite the rise of care networks and 
infrastructures in the area, the reception of new settlers and the resettlement processes 
have given way to tensions and new challenges regarding their participation in 


neighbourhood improvement and reclamation processes. 


3) Environmental reparation: the landscape as well as the origin of the neighbourhood linked 
to 'garbage'. Its impacts on conditions of liveability, livelihood, and the local economy are 
undeniable. Recycling in Moravia is a fundamental dimension for both the natural and 
the social environment. Here, the configuration of risks generates tensions between the 
right to permanence, the central location, public health, and the interaction between 


public and private space. 
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Figure 1. Research Design Framework. Source: Own elaboration 


By focusing on these issues, we seek to reconfigure design as an agent of change in 
Moravia while helping us position living archives as a decolonial methodology for 
thinking about alternative urban futures. From a research-based design perspective, 
these three themes serve as lenses for analysis and collective imagination of Moravia's 
future regarding spatial and restorative justice. Furthermore, these themes offer an 
integrative understanding of  Moravias urban transformation process while 
acknowledging the interaction and relationship between diverse actors, knowledge 


production processes, the physical forms of the city, its social dimensions and uses. 
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Methodological Strategy 


“Knowledge is socially constructed, and it is therefore ‘situated’ and affected by the social position of 
the producer of everyday life, challenges the dominant viewpoint and provides 'partial visions' which 
are subjective, embodied and diverse’. 


(Petrescu, 2017: 250) 


Using a living archive approach, we engage in revealing processes and practices of 
memory transmission and future envisioning in Moravia. We challenge narratives about 
stigmatised communities and places while engaging in creative yet critical responses to 
the present and exposing alternative paths to the future. Living archives serve as a 
decolonial methodology to re-centre life to imagine forms of living heritage based on 
relational forms of thinking and being. It allows us to expand the vision of urban archives 
to include textile practices, social cartographies, audio-visual material, historical photos, 
maps, and everyday interactions that capture the polyphony of (hi)stories and the 
multiplicity of spatial practices often silenced. 


Sabiescu (2020) refers to living archives as performances that alter conventional narratives 
to enrich reduced, suppressed, and omitted histories vital to mobilising emancipatory 
transformation. In Moravia, living archives witness a past of reclamation, show spatial 
agency in the present, and are key to shaping alternative futures. Thus, the inquiry for 
reimagining critical socio-spatial strategies focused on the ongoing process of urban 
change in the neighbourhood and the city's contested urban conditions. In Moravia, we 
delve into living archives focusing on two intertwined strategies of co-creation: 
gendering the archive and weaving (hi)stories of reclamation to reframe a repository of 
urban memory and living heritage into a process of collective imagination to counteract 


the existing enduring eviction threats. 


To co-create, we engage in partnerships with different community organisations using 
the learning alliance approach (Lundy, et.al, 2005). Co-creation involves recognising, 
researching, and mobilising Moravia's living archive using collective mapping to imagine 
possible urban futures with gendered perspectives, using spatial practices, textile 
practices, audio-visual material, and historical photos. This exercise is in a repository of 
urban memory and living heritage, representing a collective imagination process to 
counter eviction threats. Members from Moravia's community, the Moravia Cultural 
Development Centre, University College London, and Newcastle University established 
this learning alliance, incorporating DPU BUDD students for hands-on co-production of 
knowledge to foster spatial justice. 


ES 
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Partners 


To frame the work of the learning alliance, each partner shared their ideas and priorities 
about the alliance. 


CDMC 

This cultural centre is run by the inhabitants of Moravia, who recognise culture as a way 
to open and strengthen social ties. The cultural centre is a meeting space connecting 
knowledge with the territory through the power of cultural and artistic manifestations of 
individual and collective experimentation. Since its creation in 2008, this cultural centre 
has been a place to meet and share learning through the commmunity's various 
manifestations of art and culture within the community. Encounters arise in moments of 
curiosity, creation, conversation, and participation. Expressions open spaces for 
representation and projection and enable creation in multiple forms: from the body and 
the voice, the walls of the neighbourhood, public stages, cultural exchanges, readings, 


living memories of territories, and collective actions. 


What is the 


This year's main priority is to connect with the current needs of the territory and make a relevant 


organisation's top 
priority and challenge 
this year? 


reading that allows us to fulfil the CDCM's objectives and mission while addressing our 
strategic priorities. This reading must include information that is key for those who inhabit this 
territory. 


The CDCM is located in a neighbourhood historically recognised for its habitat's 


How important are 
urban futures and the 
relationship with 
archives, fabrics and 
memory for your 
organisation? 


self-production and self-management. These processes have involved community 
mobilisations to guarantee permanence in the territory. In this context, the CDCM is committed 
to collaborating with communities to research and work in practices that strengthen the 
neighbourhood and community memories. 


One key area of our work is related to community strategies to guarantee the permanence of 
inhabitants in the neighbourhood. We address this issue through research and alliances such 
as this one. We look at the past to understand the present and to collect information that helps 
us think about the possible futures of the neighbourhood. We use archives of all kinds (oral, 
audio-visual, textile) and recognise them as a strategic tool that allows us to know and 
disseminate memories of Moravia. 


In this sense, possible futures are fundamental as a cross-cutting theme for the CDCM. First, 
because the future in a neighbourhood like Moravia is uncertain. Second, the neighbourhood of 
the future determines the offer, lines of action, and forms of interaction of the CDCM with the 
community. 


Achieving wider international and local projection. 


How can your 
organisation benefit 


Promote collaborative work with different groups of seamstresses we have not worked with yet. 
This would help us link the CDCM seamstresses and sewists collective with other groups in the 


from participating in this city. 
project and this iteration Extension of the relational map 
of the learning alliance? Promote knowledge management 
Boost creative and investigative processes. 
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One main lesson we want to achieve is enhancing collaborative research processes involving 
local and academic communities. In the same way, we are interested in showing how the 


FS porn alar CDCM addressed issues of memory and the right to the city. 


what would you like to 
learn and engage in this 
iteration of the learning 
alliance? 


Another significant learning is the management of community archives. We would like to 
explore issues surrounding their organisation, forms of cataloguing and mobilisation of ideas. 
These aspects are beneficial for the CDCM but also to put this information at the service of 
community organisations that would like to approach this work. 


Community members of organisations 

These allies are members of social and community organisations that have worked to 
protect the territory, promote its social construction, and secure housing and dignified 
ways of living. These individuals and groups have also committed to seeking alternatives 
to urban renewal plans promoted by the local government that have shown excluding 
actions that do not consider the needs and vision of the community that inhabits these 


territories. 


What is the organisation's 
top priority and challenge 
this year? 


How important are urban 
futures and the relationship 
with archives, fabrics, and 
memory for your 
organisation? 


How can your organisation 
benefit from participating in 
this project and this iteration 
of the learning alliance? 


As an organisation, what 
would you like to learn and 
engage in this iteration of 
the learning alliance? 


BUDD 


The priority is to defend our territory, continue being “the neighbourhood," and not go to the 
basements of hell without trying. 

The challenges from the community: resistance and resilience. For us, it is essential to make visible 
that through these projects, which respect memory, ancestry, and the value of empirical knowledge, it 
is possible to build a narrative that connects with being the-he-other/the-she-other without 
antagonism. A narrative that sees co-creation as a manifesto, a decalogue where the expression of 
past, present, and future is allowed. A narrative that allows us to recognise the good and what needs to 
be improved from the past, to enjoy ourselves in the present, and to propose and understand ourselves 
"today" as a unit with an after. A narrative that allows us to question that unpredictable future that is as 
unpredictable as life itself, no matter how much we connect, map, or discuss. 


For Moravia Resiste: Urban futures are important as long as they are spaces of co-creation that allow 
us to think integrally. That is, the street and the house are as important as the river and the child who is 
going to study, the city as a whole, or the economy of women. This requires challenging the 
technocratic languages that do not converse with the small actions of, for example, woven spaces, 
healing storytelling, and knowing the territory. 


Moravia Resiste could benefit by continuing to be what it has been until now "a platform that reads and 
redefines Moravia" that creates from within empowerment narratives that become visible through 
these interactions. We could continue learning and unlearning by weaving and unweaving life, the 
neighbourhood. It is about putting Moravia in today's daily conversation so that everyone who learns 
about this project and this process contributes to how they can and want. 


| would like to learn and achieve that the Moravia Resiste has no owner. It is a mandate to try to 
understand the institutional framework. | would like to learn that participation in the neighbourhood 
changes the languages to reach most of the community, spreading it through these alliances. 

With this project, we will draw up a decalogue of new agreements to continue empowering our 
neighbourhood. We will base this decalogue on human dignity, building on what has been built and 
valuing the community to its maximum expression. 


The UCL Master of Urban Design (BUDD) program proposes a holistic urban design 
process in various contexts, considering the moments of its urban development and 
consolidation processes. This program favours an approach that combines an 
examination and analysis of political, social, cultural, and spatial elements in the 


production of urban spaces with the principles of development design, which include 
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accessibility, acceptability, sustainability, participation, and responsiveness in the 
design. 


The master's degree promotes links between various methods and practices of 'design' 
and the complementary processes of 'development' that are dealt with by urban 
practitioners who deal with processes of spatial manifestation of injustices, complex 
urban challenges, and spatial transformations. at various scales. Our approach 
understands that architecture (buildings) and the urban fabric (city areas) are not 


isolated disciplines or fields of practice but integrated and infused into broader, more 


complex, and disputed urbanisms. 


What is the organisation's 
top priority and challenge 
this year? 


How important are urban 
futures and the relationship 
with archives, fabrics and 
memory for your 
organisation? 


How can your organisation 
benefit from participating in 
this project and this 
iteration of the learning 
alliance? 


As an organisation, what 
would you like to learn and 
engage in this iteration of 
the learning alliance? 


Our priority is to enable students to investigate specific socio-spatial conditions to develop 
context-specific design strategies. Likewise, we seek to expose them to collaborative work 
methodologies and creative practice approaches as a tool to reimagine the urban future of Moravia. 
Our biggest challenge is consolidating learning alliances that allow us to build support ecosystems 
and explore different perspectives and tools to connect memories and stories about settlement and 
transformation processes in Moravia. 


Understanding neighbourhood transformation based on migratory processes and exploring the 
audio-visual production of stories is key to understanding the socio-spatial impacts of the different 
territorial trajectories. 

The neighbourhood space and neighbourhood transformations are central elements of urban design. 
At BUDD, we seek to understand spatial processes to co-create strategies for spatial justice based on 
mapping the living heritage of the place. We believe in living archives as a tool to challenge narratives 
about stigmatised communities and places and modern colonial approaches to urban design and 
heritage. 


We are very excited to have access to collectives who share our values around social/spatial justice 
values and to learn with different communities and from various archives dealing with "marginalised" 
groups. We want to promote spaces for reflection on the practices of urban claim led by the women of 
Moravia as part of the living archive of the neighbourhood. 

We aim to explore the possibilities of shaping plural urban design that questions how to decolonise our 
scholarship and practice while furthering spatial, epistemic, and racial justice. 


How to think across space / create synergies and solidarity between organisations and places. 

How to exchange mutual knowledge around trans-local spatial and racial justice. 

How to recognise the practices of territorial reclamation led by the women as part of the living archive 
of Moravia? 

What socio-spatial practices constitute the living archive of Moravia? 

How to weave socio-spatial strategies to imagine urban futures for Moravia that promote the 
permanence of the inhabitants? 

How to communicate/make Moravia's living archive visible as a reparation tool? 
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Phases 


From September 2022, we engage with our partner organisations to develop and refine 
the analytical framework presented here. In parallel, students initiated desk research on 
a vast spectrum of subjects to understand the multi-dimensional field of urban 
development and socio-cultural heritage in Moravia. They also investigated specific 
design strategies and interventions within existing structures and processes. After 
months of co-production and organisation, we had a 2-week exchange in Moravia where 
students worked closely with community organisation members, developing strategies to 
contribute to the future work of the partners. Our methodological strategy is 
summarised here in 3 incremental phases, some of which occur in two parallel settings. 
One in which, together with our partners, we frame the terms of the co-production and 
the other one where students were incrementally exposed to the context of Moravia and 


our partners. 


Phase 1: Co-curation of the terms of engagement 


What socio-spatial practices constitute the living archive of Moravia? 

By explicitly addressing the socio-spatial dynamics of local communities, this question 
intended to focus on relationships and processes of mutual exchange embedded in 
collective memories and practices as part of the living archive of the neighbourhood. The 
emphasis was placed on the relationships between communities, trajectories, memories, 


and the built environment. 


For the alliance, this phase focused on refining the analytical framework and the scope 
of the engagement, co-curating archival sources and practices, identifying types and 
spaces of intervention, co-designing moments of exchange, and planning the schedule, 


the processes, the logistics, and others. 


For the students, this phase focused on understanding the fundamental and powerful 
role of women in Moravia through contextual archival documentation. Students were 
asked to identify sources that trace the collective and the personal role of the women in 
protecting and transforming their territory. The key sources in this search were the 
CDCM archive, the historical photography collection recently donated to the CDCM, the 
textile material produced by the women in Moravia, and a series of audio-visual materials 


produced through different projects and initiatives. 
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Phase 2: Co-creation of urban strategies 


How to weave socio-spatial strategies to imagine urban futures that promote the 
permanence of the inhabitants? 


This phase corresponds with the 2-week exchange in Moravia, where partners and 
students came together to collectively explore the living archive of the neighbourhood 
through their histories and practices of territorial claims. We started this exchange by 
exploring Moravia with our partners. Using the selected themes as lenses our partners 
designed a series of routes that showed us and the students the processes of formation 
and transformation in the neighbourhood. During these visits, we look at practices that 
have been used as a tool to explore everyday processes of reconciliation and symbolic 
reparation that connect memories to territory through the power of cultural and 
performative manifestations. After the walks, each group composed of members of the 
community organisations, the CDCM, students, academic staff, volunteers, and guests 
worked collectively using creative approaches to reinterpret socio-spatial practices and 


archives as a tool to reimagine the future of Moravia. 


By collectively conceiving Moravia's living archives, this phase emphasised the 
continuation of communities' intangible connection to place, rather than preserving the 
urban fabric per se. This collaboration took the form of the co-creation, assembly, and 
consolidation of the processes and practices that are part of Moravia's living archive. We 
took the co-creation process to the neighbourhood streets and developed different 


activities to activate spaces and engage directly with the community. 
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Figure 2 _ General schedule 2-week engagement. Source: Own elaboration 
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A key engagement element that becomes particularly important in this phase is the 
ethics of engagement. This requires in each interaction with partners, peer students, 
community members, and government officials to always work with transparency, consent, and 
sensitivity Students were asked to pay particular attention to understanding their 
interlocutors and framing processes and outputs accordingly. As partners of a learning 
alliance, we worked very closely with the local partners. They were, and are, not considered 
interpreters or translators but colleagues in every sense of the word, working on a joint project. 


Therefore, we aim to produce a report and truly co-produce knowledge and understanding. 


Phase 3: Dissemination of the Moravian Living Archive 


How to communicate/make visible Moravias living archive as a tool for reparation? 

This phase focuses on generating different avenues to open a public debate on the role of 
living archives in reimagining alternative urban futures. It includes different moments 
and is still ongoing at the moment of completion of this report. It builds on the 
framework of learning alliances to help build supportive ecosystems to explore diverse 
perspectives and tools to connect community memories about settlement processes and 
the struggle for the right to the city. In these territorial claims, the wealth of 
knowledge(s) and resources that communities and community organisations bring to 
enact and foster emancipatory spatial and archival practices will be explored. This phase 
included communication strategies during the engagement and the creation of tools and 
spaces to continue highlighting what the collectives have done and continue doing in the 
territory as part of the social construction of the habitat in Moravia. 
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Moravia: A site of urban learning 


Moravia is a neighbourhood where urban renewal processes triggered practices of 
territorial claim and contestation of its communities. It represents a site of urban 
learning about the multiplicity and potentials of informality. The neighbourhood of 
Moravia is distinguished by its central location within the city of Medellin, its social 
mobility, its process of spatial transformation, and its rich cultural diversity (Alcaldía de 
Medellín, 2005). It is a popular neighbourhood, with diverse forms of use and spatial 
appropriation. Moravia is a territory of forty-two hectares occupied by 45 thousand 
inhabitants, mostly living under precarious urban conditions and high population 
density? (Vilar & Cartes, 2016). Its limits are Carrera 52 (Carabobo) in the east, the old road to 
Machado in the northeast, Curva del Diablo in the northwest, Carreras 59 and 62 (Avenida 
Regional or La Paralela) in the west, and Calle 77 in the south. The neighbourhood is located 
in Comuna 4 (Aranjuez), close to the Medellin River and next to strategic urban facilities in 
the north of Medellín, such as the Botanical Garden, the Municipal Planetarium, the 
Parque de los Deseos, the Parque Norte, the Terminal de Transportes del Norte, the Universidad de 
Antioquia, two Metro stations, the hospital area, the Pedro Nel Gómez Museum, the Parque 


Explora, among others. 


Moravia was built on top of the former garbage dump of the city. Among the main 
characteristics associated with its spatial conformation are the two artificial hills of E/ 
Oasis Tropical and El Morro, which originated from the disposal of debris and garbage by the 
Municipality of Medellin in the late 70s. Although it has a strategic location within the 
city, the neighbourhood grew as an enclave disconnected from Medellin's urban fabric, 
lacking articulation with more comprehensive urban infrastructures and especially 
alienated due to its particular cultural characteristics, which generate relations within 
the neighbourhood but isolates it from the city (Alcaldía de Medellín, 2005). The 
neighbourhood of Moravia is an archetype of the history of many popular 
neighbourhoods of Medellín: the settlement through informal settlement processes, the 
configuration of strong bonds of solidarity and forms of social and community 
organisation, the continued presence of actors in the armed conflict and organised crime, 
the expulsion and reception of the displaced population, and a historical absence of the 
State. 


? Its public space index corresponds to 0,15m2 per person. 
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Figure 3 _ Aerial view of Moravia. Source: CDCM archive 


Moravia is "a neighbourhood of migrants" that originated due to forced displacements, 
war violence of war and social injustices. It is a diverse territory in its cultural 
expressions reflected in the forms of its streets and houses and the close interaction 
experienced in its sidewalks and spaces. The self-construction of houses, aqueducts, and 
roads is evidence that the transformation of the territory was made with people's own 
hands. 


The neighbourhood was formed by a process of incremental land invasions in the 
territory initiated in the 1950s due to processes of rural-urban migration and the 
intensification of violence problems in the country. A study conducted by Medellin's 
municipality recognises three key periods within the process of formation, 
consolidation, and social transformation of the neighbourhood (Alcaldia de Medellin, 2005). 
In the first period, from 1954 to 1982, there was an incremental process of land invasions 
that resulted in the neighbourhood's formation and subsequent consolidation. In the 
second period, from 1982 to 1993, the State established relations and negotiations with 
the neighbourhood's social organisations due to increased interest in its land. Finally, the 
third period from the year 2000, in which the State is actively involved after some years 


of community inaction, during which the Municipality proposes an integral urban 


E s 
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intervention (macro-project) approved by the community in 2004 and implemented in 
the following years. 


The first occupation occurred in 1954 in a swampy land unsuitable for building near the 
river Medellin and the old train tracks. By the end of the 1950s, 15 families lived in the 
territory, and land occupations occurred gradually for the following decade. In the 1960s, 
the popular organisation gave life and form to the neighbourhood we know today. 
Accompanied by the priest Vicente Mejía and the students of the Universidad de 
Antioquia, the settlers built the houses and communal areas, where they also planned 
exercises of resistance and protection of the territory. By then, the dwellers manage to 
reserve land for common use and future community spaces. Land occupations increased 
drastically by the beginning of the 1970s. By then, processes of massive invasions 
happened on the land resulting from the canalisation of the river. In 1977, the 
Municipality acquired a great proportion of the land, which planned to intervene in the 
area by extending Parque Norte, the park located outside the southern limit of Moravia, to 
the territory. The agreement included the approval for using 10 hectares of land as an 
urban landfill, in the area currently known as El Morro to deposit the city's garbage until 


obtaining an adequate topography for the park's development. 
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Figure 4 Aerial view of Moravia. Source: El Colombiano newspaper website, 2020 
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By the beginning of the 1980s, the city had been expanded, and Moravia had become a 
central location. Two areas of the neighbourhood in particular, La Playa and Milan in El 
Bosque, started to be recognised as ‘rich’ areas due to the purchase of land tenure rights in 
such areas by people with more stable incomes, such as industrial and construction 
workers and public servants. By 1984, the proposal of the Municipality to intervene in the 
area with an urban rehabilitation project —which included the expansion of Parque Norte— 
and the idea of controlling the topography with the garbage disposed of failed. Instead, 
by 1984, the mountain of garbage reached an extension of seven hectares and surpassed 
30 metres in height. The residents made recycling their working environment. In April 
1984, the dump was closed, affecting the form of economic subsistence of many of 
Moravia's dwellers. This decision, together with the resistance established by dwellers to 
force displacements, the increased disappointment generated by unfulfilled promises 
such as land tenure rights for the dwellers, and the suspension of the plan proposed by 
the municipality, resulted in the process of social conflict and violence within the 
neighbourhood initiated in 1988. Moravia was designated as a special intervention area in 
1990, and in 1993, a decree issued by the municipality legally legitimises the 


neighbourhood's existence (Alcaldia de Medellin, 1993). 


During the following years, the community distanced itself from the State 
administration, and the most relevant events were the invasions occurring in the Oasis 
sector in 1994 and of E/ Morro in 2000, promoted by armed groups with a presence in the 
territory. As a means of addressing the environmental and social problems of the 
neighbourhood, the State re-establishes its presence in the territory with its proposal of 
an integral urban intervention in the year 2000: the macro-project of Moravia. The 
macro-project included seven programmes that considered housing construction and 
upgrading, public space, tenancy and legal rights, socio-cultural development, 
strengthening of local economies, and health issues. From 2004 to 2011, a multi-sectoral 
slum-upgrading urban initiative —known as the Partial Plan of Integral Improvement of 
Moravia (PPMIM?) and aligned with the 'Social Urbanism' policy of the city— was 


designed and implemented. 


Eight hundred families living in the mountain E/ Morro declared a zone of public calamity, 
were relocated to the citadel Nuevo Occidente, on the city's border. E/ Morro became a garden 
with 50,000 ornamental plants of 46 species. In 2008, Moravia's Cultural Development 
Centre (CDCM), a posthumous work by the architect Rogelio Salmona, was inaugurated. 


A pedestrian corridor was also built, and Parque Lineal de la Quebrada La Bermejala also built a 


5 Acronym deriving from its Spanish name Plan Parcial de Mejoramiento Integral de Moravia 
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pedestrian corridor. The Health Centre, the Good Start for Early Childhood project, and the 
Cultural Centre are some projects that today change the lives of the 40,000 inhabitants 
(2015) of one of the most densely populated neighbourhoods in the country. 


In recent years, Colombia has received a large influx of Venezuelan migrants looking for 
settlements in the main cities of the country. Moravia has hosted several of these 
migrants. 

The influx of population and the aftermath of the pandemic have led to the 


re-occupation of E/ Morro, generating several disputes and police action to evict them. 


Additionally, extended periods of rain have caused unprecedented flooding, and issues 
dealing with climate emergencies have become an important source of public debate. A 


detailed timeline of the transformation processes in Moravia is included in Appendix 1. 


Figure 5 _ Re-occupation El Morro. Source: El Colombiano newspaper website, 2022 
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Structure of this report 


This report is structured into four sections. The introduction includes the 
research, analytical frameworks, and methodological strategy and introduces Moravia as 
the engagement site. Sections three, four, and five correspond to reports from students 
in each one of the thematic lenses. Each one of these sections includes the summary of 
the initial analysis carried out in phase one, the guiding questions and conceptual 
framework used to develop the co-creation methodology, the co-creation focus, 
activities and outcomes, and the design strategies refined by each group of students 
after the exchange. The final section includes a conclusion framing living archives from 
our learning of the engagement in Moravia and the Moravitas engagement. A timeline of 
Moravia's process of change is included as an appendix. This timeline results from 


collaborative work between members of our partner organisations. 
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Summary 


This study examines the dynamics surrounding the security of tenure in Moravia, 
a neighbourhood in Medellin, Colombia, particularly focusing on women's experiences 
and contributions. Analysing the intertwined narratives of care and resistance, 
illuminates how women in Moravia navigate and challenge power structures, advocating 


for their rights to secure land and housing. 


Our research sheds light on the Moravia Living Archive, an invaluable resource 
documenting the collective memory and lived experiences of Moravia's residents. This 
unique archive captures the struggles, triumphs, and traditions of the community, 


empowering its members and offering a historical context to their fight for secure tenure. 


Within the broader context of the proposed urban renewal plan, this study investigates 
how women navigate the complexities of development interventions. It explores the 
tension between the need for improved living conditions and the preservation of 
Moravia's cultural heritage, emphasising the role of women as agents of change in 


shaping inclusive and sustainable urban environments. 


Drawing upon interviews, mapping exercises, ethnographic observations, and archival 
analysis, this study seeks to amplify the voices and narratives of women in Moravia. By 
shedding light on the empowering roles of women, the importance of the Moravia living 
archive, and the challenges presented by the urban renewal plan in El Morro, this study 
lays the groundwork for further exploration and advocacy aimed at representing the 
processes that women in Moravia have adopted to claim their rights to inhabit in the 
neighbourhood. 


Keywords: security of tenure, women, co-creation, care, resistance, Moravia living archive, 


urban renewal plan, El Morro, displacement, cultural heritage. 
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Introduction 


In the heart of Medellin, Colombia, lies a vibrant neighbourhood of profound 
historical significance known as Moravia. Beyond its colourful facade, this 
neighbourhood faces a profound challenge at the heart of its residents' existence - the 
precarious nature of their tenure. Its proximity to the city's commercial and cultural hubs 
has made it a sought-after area for urban development initiatives. The 2018 renewal plan 
threatens to displace long-standing communities, erode their cultural fabric, and disrupt 
the delicate equilibrium that has defined Moravia for generations. But, what will become 


of the cherished concept of "security of tenure" in the neighbourhood? 


Ma et al. (2015) describe the security of tenure as the legal or social arrangements that 
ensure individuals or communities have the right to occupy, use, and enjoy a particular 
piece of land or property without fear of eviction or displacement. It encompasses the 
belief that every individual deserves the assurance of a stable and secure existence. At 
the same time, Marx (2016) explains that “land and housing tenure is a social relation 
involving a complex set of rules. There is no single model for achieving security for 
people, and the key issue is achieving security from eviction rather than single-mindedly 
pursuing a particular legal model. These could be collective forms of tenure and different 


controls on land use and rent" (p 2785). 


Moravia, once a marginalised and overlooked area, has witnessed a remarkable 
transformation journey. Amidst this transformative wave, the women stand tall, fiercely 
advocating for their rights and shaping the destiny of their community. These women 
have become catalysts for change, defying social norms and redefining societal roles. 
The urban renewal plan has breathed new life into their surroundings, but the battle for 


security of tenure represents their unwavering determination. 
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Figure6 Progression on titling processes in Moravia. Source: Alcaldia de Medellin, 2019: 3 


For the women of Moravia, their struggle for security of tenure is not just about bricks 


and mortar, but a battle for recognition, dignity, and the right to shape their own 


destinies. It represents physical stability and an acknowledgement of their importance 


within society. It calls for recognition, equality, and a promising future for all. In the 


above map, we observe the progression in the titling process by the local authority 
(ISVIMED), where 1486 plots have been titled from 2004 to 2012 (Alcaldia de Medellin, 2019). 


Once a marginalised and overlooked area, Moravia has witnessed a remarkable 


transformation journey. Amidst this transformative wave, the women stand tall, fiercely 


advocating for their rights and shaping the destiny of their community. These women 


have become catalysts for change, defying social norms and redefining societal roles. 
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The urban renewal plan has breathed new life into their surroundings, but the battle for 


security of tenure represents their unwavering determination. 


In the midst of this dynamic landscape, the women of Moravia have emerged as 
architects of change. They refuse to be mere observers, instead actively participating in 
shaping their community's future. Through grassroots initiatives, women's associations, 


and tireless advocacy, they demand their voices be heard and their rights protected. 


The story of security of tenure in Moravia provides a narrative that shines a light on the 
collective strength and resilience of a community that refuses to be confined by societal 
limitations. As the urban renewal plan progresses, the women of Moravia persist in 
advocating for their cause, demonstrating that having secure tenure is not only a legal 


principle but a fundamental human right worth defending. 


This research is set to unravel the unyielding spirit of the women who have become 
torchbearers for change, their stories weaving together themes of empowerment, 
community, and the pursuit of a brighter future—one that ensures the security of tenure 


for all. 


EM —3 


Security of Tenure 


Conceptual Framework 


In Moravia, where vibrant landscapes meet multi-layered and clustered 
communities, the security of tenure intertwines with an unwavering spirit of care and 
resistance. The struggle for security of tenure in Moravia is not fought in isolation. Care 
permeates the air, as neighbours don't merely coexist; they weave a tapestry of 
interconnected lives, where each thread is nurtured and cherished. It's in the shared 
meals prepared with love, the Sancocho, and how they safeguard their collective 
well-being. Care, in Moravia, is a binding force that transcends individual interests, 
fostering resilience and unity in the face of adversity. It is this profound care, rooted in 
generations of shared experiences, that fosters a sense of belonging that is unparalleled, 
creating an endless stream of convites (Ortiz and Millan, 2022). Within this profound care lies 
a resolute spirit of resistance, a determination to protect their homes, lands, and way of 
life from encroachment and eviction. They draw strength from their tradition, shared 
history, and deep-rooted love for their land. Convites for resistance "bring to the table 
concrete proposals to resist gentrification, eviction, and displacement" (Ortiz and Yepes, 
2020: 34). Within this realm of resistance, the concept of security of tenure takes on new 


meaning, serving as a support for stability against the tides of uncertainty. 


For our conceptual framework, we define the security of tenure through the lenses of 
care and resistance. While care is a contested concept in the context of the Global North, 
in Moravia and Colombia as a whole, care is a critical concept avidly present in 
communal practices. Care in Moravia is defined as “all those vital labours and discourses 
engaged in maintaining life" (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020: 92). In this way, these acts of care 
prevalent in communal practices of self-maintenance have inevitably become acts of 
resistance against institutional powers and forced eviction. Fundamentally, these acts 
have been driven by “communal leaderships of care" (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020: 92), shaping the 
territory and making it what it is today with leaders who are predominantly female (Ortiz 
and Yepes, 2020). For this reason, care is a feminised concept in the neighbourhood. The 
female leaders of Moravia have forged the path for not only the existence of the 
neighbourhood but also the continuous development of its community and their 


associated communal spaces. 
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Practices of self-upgrading and maintenance become acts of care facilitated by the 
community. These practices include the community's capacity to self-build and upgrade, 
to co-produce and be active participants in decision-making processes, and to heal and 


repair after a history of trauma. 


Figure 7 _ Building through convites in Moravia. Source: Community Archive, CDCM 


The roots of care planted by the community leaders; the women of Moravia, have laid out 
the foundations for the convites of resistance. Resistance is ingrained in the community of 
Moravia and has been a crucial tool in the creation of the community as well as in 
establishing ownership over their territories. Through convites of resistance, the 
community of Moravia can self-organise and mobilise in efforts to legitimise their right 
to inhabit and dignify their pursuits. Dignidad, or dignity, is a driving factor that motivates 
the community of Moravia to relentlessly keep face against eviction and resist the threats 
of displacement. Driven by dignity, the community consolidates networks of resistance 
and preserves their territory “through socio-spatial appropriation" (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020: 
93). They have done so through mobilising endeavours, creating community boards of 
negotiations, and assembling collective action. Practices of self-maintenance define part 
of the infrastructure of care in Moravia. They inevitably are practices of resistance under 


the scope of security of tenure and spatial justice. 
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Figure 8 _ Conceptual framework diagram. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] 


Practices of care and resistance have worked collaboratively to help communities of 
Moravia in their efforts towards solidifying their legitimacy over their lands and 
maintaining “dignidad”. The overlap of these practices has given Moravitas the recognition 
of the right to inhabit. Justly representing this legitimate right to dwell on their land is a 
crucial step towards facilitating spatial justice by linking recognition and representation. 
The need to materialise these acts that have helped legitimise Moravitas right to inhabit 
leads to our definition of the living archive. Facing multiple narratives around tenure and 
various ways in which land security is represented, different types of knowledge emerge. 
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The debates around how knowledge is produced and represented become central in 
archiving these intangible practices. Land tenure is often represented using maps 
showing pieces of land bound by borders. However, the security of tenure in the context 
of Moravia proves to be complex and cannot be justly represented by a line. Crucial to 
further legitimise Moravitas pursuits is to make visible the practices of care and resistance, 
which are often intangible. The living archive materialises care and resistance in 
conjunction with institutional narratives. This is done through weaving different 


knowledge and narratives. It becomes a tool for residents to claim the right to inhabit. 


CARE/CUIDADO 


Community Boards 


The role of women 
Communal spaces 


RESISTANCE/RESISTENCIA 
INSTITUTIONAL NARRATIVES/ 
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WEAVING KNOWLEDGES TO CREATE A 
LIVING ARCHIVE 


Figure 9 _ Diagram for the definition of living archives through weaving knowledge. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure 
group]. 


Security of Tenure 


Research question 


For our research question, we are interested in the role representation plays in 
relation to the security of tenure in Moravia. Many aspects of the community and its 
efforts are often overlooked due to misrepresentation and a lack of recognition. This 
threatens their pursuit of legitimising their territories. Therefore, our investigation aims 


to address the following question: 


What are the ways to 
represent the processes 
that residents of Moravia 
have adopted to claim 
their right to inhabit? 


Methodology 


Security of Tenure 


This section aims to delineate the process of our research. The methodology has 


been divided into four key stages, each with specific aims and guiding questions to 


ensure a multifaceted approach to our research on the Security of Tenure in Moravia. 


What are the ways to 
represent the processes 
that residents of 
Moravia have adopted to Pa 
claim their right to i 
inhabit? 


Contextualizing Discussion & 


Strategizing 


Understanding Engaging 


Figure 10 _ Diagram for methodological stages. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 


Stage 


Contextualising 


Understanding 


Engaging 


Discussing / Strategizing 


Guiding Questions 


= Which historical events have contributed to the formation of Moravia as it 
exists today? 


" Who are the influential individuals who have significantly shaped Moravia 
from the first occupation? 


= How have upgrading policies and processes played a role in shaping the 
current state of Moravia? 


= What are the effects and threats that stem as a result? 


= How has the community responded to threats posed by urban upgrading 
through acts of care and resistance? 


" How do we spatialise care and resistance? 
= How can the stories of women's tenure rights be brought to light? 


= How can our archive help in defending their territories? 
= Building upon our learning, what are the potential strategies for the future? 


Table 1_ Guiding questions for each methodological stage. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] 
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Contextualizing 


This stage used predominantly secondary, desk-based research to understand the 
historical narratives and discourses that have shaped Moravia’s consolidation 
throughout the years. Building upon the bank of information curated by our previous 
colleagues, through a security of tenure lens, we aimed to gain insight into what 


community and state-led processes transpired throughout the area's contested history. 


Understanding how city-wide interventions, such as the Integral Programme for 
Improvement of Informal Neighbourhoods (PRIMED”) and Integral Improvement Plan of 
Moravia (PPMIM?) programs of the 1990s and 2000s, affected Moravia was a crucial aspect 
in approaching the new Urban Renewal Plan. This newest Urban Renewal Plan poses a 
huge risk of displacement to the areas of El Bosque, El Morro and El Oasis, with 
approximately a third of the residents of Moravia being evicted for the development of 


high-rise buildings and expansion of parks (Centro de Desarollo de Moravia, 2020). 


Moravia's strategic location in the centre of the Medellin Valley is a major factor for the 
proposed Urban Renewal Plan. The area's flat ground and proximity to the city centre is 
viewed as 'prime real estate' by hungry developers. The proposal has sparked a heavy 
backlash from the community, with resident groups such as Moravia Resiste actively 
protesting the plan. Awareness of the role of community action in Moravia's history has 
also been an important part of contextualising the situation unfolding in the area. Since 
its conception in the mid-twentieth century, Moravia has been built upon community 
self-upgrading and solidarity, characteristics that are stil prevalent in today's 


community. 


! Spanish acronym for Programa Integral de Mejoramiento de Barrios Informales 
? Spanish acronym for Plan Parcial de Mejoramiento Integral de Moravia 
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— Decree 021, 1993 PRIMED Integrated Slum Upgrading Programme of Medellin) 


. Agreement 62, 1999  Medellin's Territorial Development Plan (Plan de Ordenamiento Territorial POT) 


2000's _ Social Urbanism 


Timeline of 


d As nt : Decree 1958, 2006 _ PPMIM (Integral Improvement Plan for Moravia) 
narratives 
Decree 2339, 2013 _ Regulates housing subsidy in Medellin 


Agreement 48, 2014 _ Medellin's Territorial Development Plan (POT Revision) 


Decree 0321, 2014 Renewal Plan for Moravia 


Figure 11, State legislation and narratives. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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Figure 12 _ Proposal for Moravia's renewal. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] based on Decree 0321, 2018 


These historical and present discourses lead us to develop our conceptual framework 
and research question in understanding the roles of care and resistance in claiming the 
right to inhabit. 


Security of Tenure 


Figure 13 Left: Moravia location within Medellin. Right: Moravia's Urban Renewal Plan renewal. Own elaboration [security of 
tenure group]. 


Understanding 


Walk-talk 


Embarking on the walking tour with our partners Yeison Henao, an academic scholar and 
important leading community figure in the neighbourhood, and Cielo Holguin, the 
founder of Fundacion Oasis Urbano and also a key community leader, we were 
introduced to Moravia through the lens of security of tenure. The tour took us through 
the many neighbourhoods of Moravia. Along the way, we were met with community 
leaders sharing their stories about tenure and how the community has fought tooth and 


nail to maintain its territory. 
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Figure 14 _ Map showing the route of walking tour group security of tenure (2023) Source: Own elaboration based on official 
cartography and the route designed by members of partner organisations 
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Many learnings in relation to care and resistance as our conceptual framework surfaced 
from experiencing the neighbourhood on foot. All community leaders who shared their 
knowledge and stories were women. Feminine presence, its role in shaping the territory, 
and its convites have become all the more pronounced. They've played a crucial role in 
voicing the needs of the community and in advocating for change to create a better 
quality of life. These community leaders also shared the different types of tenure 
recognized by them, ones beyond legalised institutions. These types of tenure or 


ownership are: 


1. No legal title but documented agreement: the agreement between seller and buyer 
(where it is unknown whether the seller is the legal owner). The agreement is not 
backed by a legal title recognized by the municipality. 

2. Renting from owners: is also not known whether the owner is the legal owner or 
has tenure through the aforementioned type of tenure. 

3. Legal title by having deeds: The title of tenure is difficult to attain as it requires 
going through multiple bureaucratic processes. 


In all cases, inhabitants pay all taxes and have documentation to prove their rights over 
their household. 


Figure 15 _ Scenes of the walking tour (2023). Source: Pictures taken by group members during the walking tour in Moravia 


In relation to acts of care and resistance, the capacity for communities to self-organise 
and upgrade have been prevalent in dialogues with the community leaders. The Mutual 
Aid Bonus programme, an initiative organised by the state advocated self-upgrading 
processes managed by the community. They provided the community with bonds or 
deeds/titles for self-upgrading homes and public infrastructure. While the process was 
initially successful, that success was short-lived as the programme evolved. Following 
this, the government has continuously struggled and failed to match the community's 
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capacity to self-upgrade through their own policies and upgrading programs. In 
response to threats of displacement, the community took advantage of its capacity to 
self-organise to create community boards of negotiations. These boards are integral in 
the fight against threats of eviction brought about by the Urban Renewal Plan. They are 


among the many acts of resistance facilitated by the convites in Moravia. 


The importance of memorialising the struggles and history of displacement is incredibly 
vital to the community. Community archives serve as foundations on which the 
neighbourhood is built and validate their existence within the territory. Moravitas value 
both the joy and traumas of their experiences. Forgetfulness is dangerous and puts the 
community and the neighbourhood at risk. Some of these archives were presented on 
plaques in the area of El Morro. Archives in the form of images show people from the 
community constructing roads for the neighbourhood while the women put meals on 
tables. 


Figure 16 Left: Image of El Morro Community Archive, Centre: Father Vicente Mural. Right: Efigenia Mural (2023). Source: 
Pictures taken by group members during the walking tour in Moravia. 


Panel Discussions 


Multiple panel discussions were held to contribute to our understanding of the 
neighbourhood of Moravia. The panels covered the topic of historical practices of 
territorial reclamation and the essential role of convites. Many of the discussions were 
held by community leaders who are women. One of the most important panels was 
conducted by a community of weavers from different comunas in Medellin, who have 
origins connecting them to Moravia. Centro de Desarollo Cultural de Moravia held an 
exhibition to show the weaving works of women. In their panel discussions, they spoke 


of how feminine presence is lacking in archives although women have been essential 
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leaders in creating a community of care in Moravia and Medellin. The reasons why they 
weave are crucial to our definition of a living archive. Weaving is how they memorialise 
their struggles and their stories, so their intangible recollections are materialised. 
Weaving has also been a means of repair and healing. Weaving has been one of the tools 
for the community to become stronger and defend their territories. Had it not been for 


the women's constant acts of care, the convite of resistance could have ceased to exist, 


and the fight to defend their lands would have been obsolete. 


Figure 17 _ Left: Women who weave panel discussion. Source: Retinalab, 2023. Right: Image from exhibition showing a weaved 
image of local women working in constructing their neighbourhood. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Visit to La Granizal 


In the face of violence and displacement, the women of Granizal partnered with the 
Peace and Hope NGO to establish the Iglesia Cristiana Shalom, providing space for 
collective healing. The act of weaving serves as a creative outlet and an intentional 
moment of focused reflection amid their busy lives. By gathering together, sharing, and 
materialising through weaving personal memories of the lives left behind, the 
community collectively confronts and reconciles with their history, seeking solace as a 
way of forgiving. These memories, interwoven with their aspirations for the future, 
symbolise their resilience and serve as a powerful tool for building lives of dignity. As a 
method of storytelling, weaving becomes a means to preserve and pass down the 
community's heritage. It fosters unity in the present and mobilises the youth of Granizal 
towards a path of transformation through empowerment. 


Throughout the construction and upgrading of the neighbourhood, women have played a 
pivotal role in fostering unity through the sancocho, a traditional broth cooked over an 
open fire. The collective offering of ingredients for the sancocho is a tribute to the 
convite, representing the community's collective efforts for self-mobilization. The 
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continued enjoyment of the sancocho to date and the practice of weaving as everyday 


acts of care serve as powerful reminders of women's continued leadership in times of 
hardship. 


Figure 18 _ Left: Map of La Granizal. Centre: Member of Iglesia Cristiana Shalom holding a woven album of her history, hopes and 
dreams. Right: Cooking of Sancocho. Source: Retinalab, 2023. 


Visit to La Aurora 


Between 2004 and 2007, the Integral Improvement Plan of Moravia (PPMIM) was 
implemented as part of the city-wide Strategic Development Plan to address the urban 
growth and revitalise the urban, socio-cultural, and economic conditions of Moravia's 
neighbourhood. The primary objectives of the plan were to enhance the neighbourhood's 
boundaries, redefine public spaces, and improve its overall image. However, the 
consequence of this scheme was the displacement of 7096 of the relocated population 
who were transferred to regions outside of Moravia, with La Aurora becoming a 


prominent site for relocation (Garcia Ferrari et al., 2018). 


Despite offering immediate ownership and perceived stability, the scheme failed to meet 
the everyday housing needs and thus improve the quality of life of its residents. The 
high-rise, high-density housing typology failed to consider and integrate the livelihoods 
and economic opportunities of its residents. Compounding the problem is the lack of 
means to access the Metro Cable-Car system that links La Aurora to the remainder of the 
city and previous economic activity. As a result, families residing on the ground floor 
have been left with no other choice but to convert the already limited social space into 
commercial areas as a means of generating income. Moreover, the materiality of the 


housing, characterised by thin walls and floor slabs, and the lack of appropriate living 
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space resulting from the relocation of entire households into small housing units 
measuring 45m2, contribute to a lack of privacy within the confines of their homes. Asa 
result of the unfit living conditions and absence of previous social networks for which 
the communities heavily relied, coupled with an informal control exercised by local 
groups, has led to major conflicts arising among neighbours. 


The failures of the social urbanism scheme related to the government and its policies on 
urban growth management stem from a lack of integration of the communities affected 
by these initiatives. The lessons learned from these shortcomings emerge as a significant 
discourse, particularly in light of the change in municipal development strategy from 
Integral Neighbourhood Upgrading to Urban Renewal (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020), posing a 


significant threat to one-third of Moravia's residents. 


^ 2 6 


Figure 19 Left: Map showing the relocation site from Moravia to La Aurora. Right: High-rise housing in La Aurora Source: Vilar and 
Cartes, 2016. 
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Engaging 

The community engagement was facilitated by community leaders, ourselves and Alika 
Santiago, an indigenous Mayan woman, who shared engagement methodologies and 
provided a healing role throughout times of traumatic upwelling. She introduced us to 
the Sak Bej, a method of collective engagement inspired by indigenous Mayan 
cosmology. This guiding engaging method encompasses three dimensions: stones, 


crossroads, and stars, as depicted below: 
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Figure 20 _ Sak Bej dimensions. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] based on Santiago, 2023. 


These approaches aim for community renewal and the well-being of the facilitators and 
participants alike. The stone represents the tools we have and connects collective 
community work for leaders and workers. They maintain a timeline in their living archive 
to facilitate scientific community planning and research with educational institutions, 
experts, and scholars. Community members show appreciation by contributing through 


activities like cooking and weaving, finding their foundation in convite. 


The crossroads symbolise unity, including the reunion of previously displaced ancestors. 
They underscore the significance of communal spaces and community leaders sharing 
ancestral stories, paving the way for a peaceful, safe, and happy future for generations. 
These stories also highlight women's contributions, such as organising weaving activities 


that foster unity, care, and healing. 
The star represents a guiding light for pioneers and builders in the community, 


illuminating their path through darkness and confusion. It symbolises the love and hope 
harboured by community members for their future. The archive chronicles the collective 
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life of generations living in this territory, showcasing their love for their communities 
and partners. Love forms an unbreakable bond between past and future generations, 
connecting them to their habitat. 


OBJECTIVES OF ENGAGEMENT 


To gain insights into the existing tenure challenges and understand the 
aspirations of women in Moravia in claiming their right to inhabit. 


To encourage women to actively participate in the engagement 
process and share their experiences and perspectives. 


To examine the various ways in which women in the community 
participate in claiming their right to inhabit. 


To provide strategies and interventions that can support and 
empower women in claiming their right to inhabit in Moravia and 
leave a legacy for future generations. 


To document and highlight the experiences and narratives of 
women who have successfully claimed their right to inhabit 
in Moravia. 


Table 2 _ Objectives of the intervention. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] 
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Objective of intervention 


To address housing insecurity in the community: Many residents in Moravia have been 
living in precarious housing conditions, lacking legal ownership or tenancy rights 
making them vulnerable to eviction, displacement, and other forms of housing 
insecurity. This intervention aims to help people begin to address some of the factors 
affecting their security of housing, hoping to get conversations going in addressing 


associated challenges. 


To promote social and economic stability: When residents have secure rights to their 
homes and lands, they are more likely to invest in improving their properties, such as 


repairs, renovations, and infrastructure upgrades. 


To provide Legal Protection and Access to Services: The residents of Moravia can enjoy 


equal access to public services, infrastructure, and development programs by 


implementing security of tenure interventions. 
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Women as key stakeholders in securing tenure in Moravia 


Dora Nancy Jeidy 


Figure 21. Portraits of participants. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 


In Moravia, women are vital stakeholders regarding security issues of tenure. They often 
face discrimination, lack of access to legal resources, and gender-based violence, directly 
impacting their tenure security. They have consistently demonstrated their ability to 
mobilise and advocate for their rights and the rights of their communities. Therefore, 
engaging their perspectives, experiences, and challenges allows for a comprehensive 
understanding of the issues and ensures that the proposed interventions are inclusive 
and effective. The women were selected from multiple areas within Moravia to have a 
balanced perspective on tenure situations, including El Morro, Oasis, and El Bosque. The 
number of women selected was limited to conduct a more personal experience and to 
feed into our creation of the "sphere of intimacy," which will be further discussed in 
ethical practice. 


Emotional Spatial Planning 


To better understand the urban fabric, in previous academic studies, the spatial 
orientation of users' emotions has been a way of interpreting space. As Caquard and Griffin 
(2018) suggest, mapping emotions can elucidate the relationship between individuals and 
places. Accordingly, our group used emotional spatial mapping as a tool for local 
engagement, prompting female participants to project their emotions onto maps. This 
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helped us connect their emotions to Moravia's spaces, unravelling personal stories and 


life trajectories. 


The first necessity for using emotional mapping in Moravia is that the application of 
emotional mapping helps identify spatial issues within Moravia and contributes to a 
comprehensive understanding of the housing dilemmas the community's residents face. 
Influenced by the Urban Renewal Plan, Moravia has developed with many unresolved 
and even worsening tensions in recent years. As a tool capable of identifying positive 
and negative hotspots, such as places of fear in the city (Curtis et al. 2014, cited in Caquard and 
Griffin, 2018), placing emotions on maps can locate participants' emotions about specific 
places within the community, making it possible to identify which spaces are crucial for 
residents to claim their right to inhabits, both as positive facilitators and negative 
threats. The process of producing emotional spatial mapping is a spatialisation of care 
and resistance, and the mapping results will form the basis for proposing potential 


interventions at a later stage. 


Emotional mapping, grounded in personal positionality, enables residents without urban 
planning expertise to express their views. Women in the community, greatly affected by 
the Urban Renewal Plan, share their emotions and stories, providing a humanised 
perspective on Moravia's development and land ownership issues. This storytelling also 
recalls memories. As Ortiz (2020, cited in (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020: 6) highlighted, focusing on 
memory fosters new urban narratives. Emotional mapping is a useful tool for creating a 
local living archive that offers insights into the construction and development of Moravia 


from different perspectives - historical, current, and future. 


Body Mapping 


Meanwhile, considering the need to systematically understand the logic of community 
development and self-upgrading, the body-territory methodology, which is also based 
on the personal perspective, was included in the engagement. According to (Zaragocin & 
Caretta, 2021), body-territory is conceptually defined as the co-dependent relationship 
between the body and territory in which what the body experiences simultaneously 
affects the territory. The "body-territory" methodology places significant importance on 
the body as a locus for generating knowledge. It acknowledges that embodied 
experiences are intricately influenced by social, cultural, and political elements, 
frequently overlooked or marginalised in conventional research approaches. By centring 
attention on the body, this methodology provides a platform for female participants to 
express their distinctive perspectives and knowledge, thereby capturing insights that 
might otherwise elude traditional research methods. 
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By enabling participants to convey their experiences and emotions, this methodology 
reveals existing issues and could offer therapeutic benefits to individuals and 
enlightening insights to partners. This deep understanding can lead to more effective, 
empathetic engagement with the community. 


This methodology would greatly benefit Moravia, facing enduring social, economic, and 
environmental challenges. Given its historically marginalised status, the voices of 
Moravia's female inhabitants may be neglected in mainstream processes. Involving them 
in the solution design process through this approach fosters a sense of agency and 
collaboration and leads to sustainable, community-centric solutions. It combines 
storytelling to capture personal perspectives and provides non-verbal communication 


for participants with language barriers. 


Preparations and discussions for engagement 


Colour Selection 


The group members and community leaders discussed the selection of colours. After 
discussion, the original colour palette was simplified to six main colours to indicate 
emotions in order to avoid confusing the participants with the colours. The colours 
chosen for each emotion were agreed upon through discussion. Based on the partners' 
feelings, bright yellow makes people feel happy or joyful; green is a common colour for 
hope; red is a typical colour for pain; and grey always expresses misfortune and 
'sadness'. The leaders deeply consider the other two colours. Purple has a special 
meaning in Moravia, meaning family colour and dark purple is used to indicate 
misfortune. The discussants carefully compared the different saturations of purple on 
the colour palette. In the end, purple was chosen as the most common colour in the 
community to indicate 'care'. Blue is considered the safest colour choice worldwide 
because it has many positive connotations. Therefore, they finally decided to use blue to 
indicate peace and calmness. While colour itself may not directly impact the legal 
aspects of tenure, it can influence people's perceptions, emotions, and behaviours 


concerning their housing situation. 
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Figure 22 Emotional colour Wheel (English and Spanish edition). Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 


Questions and process 


Step 1. Emotional Mapping 


In preparation for the emotional mapping exercise, we discussed how to question the 
participants. We agreed upon three basic questions: Where do you live? When did you 
arrive in the neighbourhood? How did you get your house? These questions help us 
complete the emotional mapping process and use them as a starting point to tease out 
the participants' stories in a way that allows them to share as much or as little as they 
want. We wanted to hear a wider range of voices and asked basic but important 
questions. Based on these three questions, we obtained information about The 
participants homes, including background, location, relocation history, and property 


ownership. 
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it i 


Etapas (Stages): 


1. Tumbate sobre el papel y dibuja el contorno 


del cuerpo. 


(Please lie down on the paper and draw the outline of 


the body.) 


GR 


COMMUNITY SPACE 


qub 
El 


SHOP 


Body Mapping Question 


2. Por favor, siente tu cuerpo y ¿qué partes de 
tu cuerpo pueden expresar tus emociones? 
(Please feel your body and what parts of your body can 


express your emotions?) 
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3. Segün las emociones que representas en tu 
cuerpo, ¿qué lugares te vienen a la mente? Por 
favor, pégalos en los lugares apropiados con 
icono. 

(Based on the emotions you represent on your body, 
what places come to mind? Please stick them in the ap- 
propriate places with icons.?) 


Figure 23 _ Process of body mapping. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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Figure 24 _ Elements of body mapping. Source: Own e 
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aboration [security of tenure group]. 


In my body, where do I find the emotion that the neighbourhood generates in me? 


Body mapping is considered a mapping method that transcends geographical 
limitations. This approach, combined with emotion, is used to explore how different 
elements of the community feel in people's hearts. People first feel their own body and 
based on their body association with different elements of the community. We put 


together a list of 14 community elements and used sticky notes as labels. This approach 


transcends the limits of physical space and helps participants share more stories. 
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Step 3. Cleansing Ritual 


Figure 25 Cleansing ritual for one of the participants. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 


In order to promote healing and care in the community and show appreciation to the 
participants, the cleansing ritual was designed to be the last part of the engagement. 
This was a formal process, and at the end of sharing their feelings and stories, we offered 
prayers and comfort to the participants. A formal closure was deemed necessary in the 
participatory process because it can also help build trust and is a response to the 
participants. 


Ethics of engagement 


Spatial mapping and body mapping participatory methods of engagement, as 
approaches that prioritise knowledge production from 'below', place significant 
emphasis on power dynamics between facilitators and participants. As such, the 
participatory processes mustn't further exacerbate inequalities that are "already present" 
among informal settlements (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020). It became apparent that in our 
engagement, we, in collaboration with the community leaders acting as the facilitators, 
came from a position of power and thus had to take active steps to create a safe and 
inclusive space for the participants to share their experiences. Self-reflection and 
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awareness of one's own personality were central throughout the entire research process, 


from study design to the dissemination of the findings. 


Building trust between the facilitator and participant is crucial for creating an 
environment where intimate questions can be asked, and personal experiences can be 
shared. As such, it was integral that our engagement was conducted by community 
leaders who belonged to the same neighbourhood as the participants. Yeison and Cielo 
were able to communicate the participants' mother tongue, despite not necessarily 
having pre-established relations. Working closely with a small number of women as the 
participants, allowed us to fully capture and appreciate the intricacies of their stories. 

The research utilised a set of open-ended questions that allowed the women 
participating to have control over the amount of information they shared, enabling them 
to shape their narratives based on their own perspectives and experiences. By 
acknowledging that individuals reconstruct their own stories through the questions 
asked, the research allowed for the possibility of voluntary forgetting without erasure. As 
such, it prevented biases and promoted a comprehensive understanding through the 


broad spectrum of information gathered from the participants. 


Emmanuel Levinas defines the facilitator's ethical engagement responsibility as "being 
for the Other' (Marcus, 2008). In the context of this engagement practice, assuming 
"responsibility for the other" (ibid.) involved concluding the engagement with a healing 
ritual and closing ceremony. Given the traumatic nature of revisiting participants' 
personal stories of violence and displacement, the healing ceremony conducted by Alika 
which was based on traditional indigenous methods of participation transcended 


standard 'data gathering' practice. 
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Discussions 


This section aims to present the dissemination of the key findings and learnings from the 


previous three stages. 


Contextualising and understanding Moravia's historical and present narratives of 
Moravia provided the foundation on which we built the engagement activities and 
proposed strategies. It was important to understand how women's role largely influenced 
the consolidation of Moravia and its continued community mobilisation. Recognition of 
women's struggle and contribution to community upgrading has largely been 
under-represented in Moravia's archives and therefore became a principal factor in our 
research of how the concepts of Care and Resistance have been used as ways to claim the 
right to inhabit. 


Combining the ‘on-ground’ learnings of community struggles, coupled with the 
assimilation of previous upgrading policy initiatives, we were able to approach the 
engagement activities holistically with the context of the looming Urban Renewal Plan at 
the forefront of our research. 


Going into discussions with our partners and for the purpose of engagement, it was 
important to refine and clearly identify the objective of the potential outcomes. It is 
important to identify our “why” and remind ourselves of our positions regarding 
participation. For all of us, the objective is to contribute to a tool the neighbourhood of 
Moravia and its people can use in legitimising their right to inhabit and defend their 
territory. Relating to our conceptual framework and definition of a living archive, it's in 
making visible the acts of care and resistance mobilised by the feminine community 
leaders. Additionally concerning our research question, how these acts are represented is 
core to the effectiveness of the archive. Through the engagement, we collectively aim to 
represent emotional attachment to places, stories, and personal perspectives around the 
security of tenure. These are often overlooked or lost in translation. Above all, the aim is 
to capture the individual perspectives rather than the collective by shedding light on the 
stories of women felt through their bodies, a territory that is autonomous to only them, 


stories of struggles, victory, and loss. 


Upon completing a comprehensive mapping of tenure trajectories, we gleaned insights 
from the narrative accounts of six participants. These narratives have led us to the 
critical conclusion that the materials utilised in their tenures could pose a significant 


safety risk. Two participants, identified as Nancy and Jeidy, disclosed instances of fire 
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outbreaks in their homes, prompting Nancy to relocate due to these perilous 
circumstances. Dora disclosed that her home was self-constructed, incorporating plastic 
sheeting as a primary building material. This inappropriate choice of materials likely 
contributes to the instances of residential displacement. 


We observed complexity in the emotional relationships the participants held with their 
tenures. For instance, one participant and partner, Zarahi Mazo, described her 
neighbourhood as a hostile and inhospitable environment, posing adverse effects on her 
daughter's development. Yet, it was also the locus of familial memories, which imbued it 
with a sense of joy and hope. Such emotional duality creates a strong attachment to the 


location, deciding to leave a challenging one, even amidst negative circumstances. 


Furthermore, we must address a prevailing gender discrepancy within these tenures. 
Women often emerge as the overlooked demographic. A glaring example of this 
inequality is evident in the lack of clarity regarding house ownership rights, which 
disproportionately affects women. 


Home in El Oasis Sector Current Home in El Oasis 


- Dangerous and horrible street where there - | have lived in Moravia for 36 years. 


are a lot of repositories forth dead. r " 
-| have my own home in the community. 


At first, | built my home used plastic 
cardboard. | moved twice time. 


- Gender issue shows the role of women in 
the history of the neighborhood both in the 
present and in the future. 


- Happiness and Hope: She loves her home 
because it is where love is stored and she has 
been there for three years despite how 
dangerous the area is. 


Current Home in El Oasis 


- | moved to this neighborhood in 1992. 
- She lived in a brothel when she first moved 
to Moravia and paid rent. - My first address was invaded by fire, so | 


had to move. 


Home in Moravia Home in El Bosque 


- SADNESS from neighbors taking over 
part of the family land illegally 


- | have lived in Moravia for 23 years. | lived 
with my daughter and father. 


- 10f 10 siblings supported by single 
mother, living in a compact space, no 
longer have a window to look out of. Dense 
neighborhood -small intimate spaces and a 
lack of privacy. No longer have a garden 
(loss of small animals and orchids) or 
natural light. 


Home in Moravia 


- Painful f ffects of the fire. 
aintul from effects of the fire. - CARE - living with brothers - refuge - 


blessed to live in Moravia, relied on 
neighbors and community for food and 
help sometimes. Community care: 
everyone knows each other, people are 
honest (loss of documents returned, 
neighbors have keys to home in case of an 
emergency) - blessed and place of refuge. 


- | live here with my mother and daughter. 


Figure 26 _ Learnings from tenure trajectories. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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Through the results of Emotional Spatial Mapping and Body Mapping, the group has 
spatialised care and identified an axis of care in Moravia. Combined with residents' 
storytelling, the spatialisation of care in Moravia is concentrated on the community 
spaces, the cultural centre, and the school, which assume the leading roles in the 
development of Moravia. On the one hand, these places provide the space for the 
organisation of communal activities that help the community to understand the territory 
and themselves so that participation in communal activities is essentially a process of 
self-recognition and self-healing, a way of maintaining the dignity of the dwelling. On 
the other hand, these places offer the possibility to educate and care for the young 
generation, inspiring them and bringing hope for the future self-improvement of the 
community. At the same time, participants also mentioned that spaces and 
infrastructures that meet the daily needs of residents, such as worship spaces, 
workspaces, and transport facilities, are also caring spaces that support the daily 
functioning of the whole community. 
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It makes me happy that this place can 
provide happiness for my children. I'm a 
caregiver, taking care of my children. | 
want them to be happy. 


--Nancy 


More than 100 students are taught here. 
This is a place of hope. Teachers provide 


The process of making this map was fun 
and creative, and it is a happy memory. 
This map represents our community, and 
1 am hopeful, albeit illusory, about it. | 
want us to be able to defend our 
territory. 


--Cielo 


There used to be gardens for children to 
play in, but now they are occupied. For 
me, the garden is the place where love is 
connected. Now the area is filled with 
houses, leaving people without enough 
space. What was once a garden has 
become a dangerous area where it is no 
longer safe for children to play. 


--Diana 


Figure 27 


education to students in different ways, 
which helps the children. This is the 
hope for the future of the community. 


--Cielo 


There is an effort to provide a space for 
residents. Because Moravia residents are 
limited in the amount of space they can 
have, the space that has been provided 
to the residents and the community 
strikes me as a care space. 


--Cielo 


| feel protected and taken care of here. | 
can play here with my daughter. which is 
happy for me. 


--Jeidy 
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Figure 27 _ Learnings from emotional mapping. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] | 
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Figure 28 _ Learnings from body mapping. Source: Own elaboration [Security of tenure group] | 
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Figure 28 _ Learnings from body mapping. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] | 


We found that the care spaces in Moravia are concentrated along the river, Quebrada La 
Bermejala, and form an axis. This axis coincides with the junction of the Moravia Sector, 
a more consolidated and better-planned area in the Urban Renewal Plan, and El Morro, 
an existing area of tension that now causes pain and sadness to the local population. The 
cultural centre of the community and the Mosaico de Moravia are important nodes on 
this axis as a place where the main daily community activities occur. Therefore, the 
maintenance and development of the cultural centre and all other community spaces, as 
well as the alleviation of spatial tensions in El Morro, and the alleviation of the pain 


caused by this area will therefore be key to strengthening this axis. 
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Figure 28 _ Axis of care. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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Strategies 


"Convites for resistance bring to the table concrete proposals to resist 
gentrification, eviction, and displacement" (Ortiz and Yepes, 2020: 32). Contrasting to the 
plans curated by municipal officials, their proposals pose alternative realities that 
"advocate for the recognition of local knowledge and tradition", as a way of laying claim 


to Moravia. 


This final section provides some proposals built off the dissemination of learnings and 
data. These proposals are by no means to be taken as rigid strategies but should rather be 
taken as malleable and adaptable tools for the people of Moravia. They aim to ‘help 
people help themselves’. This idea of self-help has been a recurring theme throughout 
the engagement process, from women's weaving healing groups to community boards of 
negotiation, and in order for the strategies to have longevity help must come from the 


people of Moravia for the people of Moravia. 
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Proposal 1: Legal Weavers’ 


Knowledge 
Groups 


Moravia 


Resiste Cultural 


Foundation Een 


Institution ¡ Religious 
| Practitioner 


Community 
Neighborhood Leaders 


Hel " 
SE Education 


Center 


Cultural 
Center 


aa Academic 
Academic Institutions 


Institutions Knowledge Legend 


Groups 


Aid actors from care perspective 


UI 
= e Aid actors from resistance perspective 
~ Wider Level uA 


= 


Figure 29 _ Legal weavers for residents. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 


This proposal draws upon the running themes of healing groups, storytelling and the 
recollections of women's tenancy struggles. The idea of “legal weaver' groups entails 
gathering people from the Moravian neighbourhood, especially women, in communal 
spaces, to share stories of tenure in communal spaces. During the engagement exercise, it 
became apparent that the women involved had a variety of tenure situations, with some 
being in better situations and having more experience in fighting tenure battles than 
others. It was also apparent that many people in the Moravian neighbourhoods were not 
really aware of the full extent of what impacts the Urban Renewal Plan's impacts on their 
neighbourhood. Bringing people together to talk about housing, allows people to learn 
about tenure and legal battles with more of a personal tone and helps understand the 
legal jargon from those with greater experience. 


Adding to this idea of learning groups, it would be a pertinent idea to begin getting legal 
counsel on how to approach tenure battles. Take for instance the story of one of the 
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women who participated in the engagement; she told of how she had to get legal 
assistance to fight to avoid relocation. This could be done by utilising the Cultural Centre 
as a venue for lectures/workshops. Connections with legal outreach programmes from 
academic institutions and NGOs working in the sector would be a good start. Also 
utilising the energy and outreach of community groups such as Moravia Resiste would be 


a useful collaboration in building a network of action around tenure awareness. 


It should be said that situations of tenure security are massively complex and diverse, 
and that this proposal does not set out to solve all the tenure problems. It merely 
provides ideas about how the conversation can get started about tenure security and the 
Urban Renewal Plan. 


Proposal 2: Protecting the ‘Axis of Care 


The areas identified in the ‘Axis of Care’ are important care infrastructures for the people 
of Moravia and should be safeguarded from threats that might arise. Collective action 
and community solidarity are again themes that are very prevalent in Moravia’s history 
and present day. In order to harness these concepts to protect care infrastructures, 
feelings of ownership and belonging must first be developed for people who want to 
ensure the longevity of these spaces. Generating feelings of ownership and belonging 
can be done in a number of ways, as seen from the Figure below. 


^ 7 D. — Actors of protecting the ‘Axis of Care’ 
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Creating ‘memory boards’ to pub- 
licly showcase Moravia’s history, 
or utilising communal spaces for 
community events are two ways 
to attract residents to the spaces. 
The main aim should be to 
engage people with these spaces 
and foster a sense of care 
towards their infrastructures. 


Figure 30 _ Potential spatial intervention 1. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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The focus in doing this is to rally people together and generate a sense of community 
around these shared assets. The hope is that from this people will take more pride and 
care for their neighbourhood and will create a more cohesive and resistant Moravia. 


Proposal 3: Accessing the ‘Axis of Care 


Another key learning from the engagement exercise was the lack of access people of the 
Oasis neighbourhood and of El Morro have to the care infrastructures. Some of the 
women, mentioned that the people of Oasis and El Morro do not feel like they ‘belong’ in 
areas such as the Cultural Centre or other main areas of Moravia. Engaging these people 
would help build a greater sense of community and cohesiveness among the different 
neighbourhoods. Promoting the use of the Oasis Cultural Centre mobile unit would be a 
good way to increase the outreach of the CDMC (Centro de Desarrollo de Moravia 
Cultural) into the Oasis neighbourhood. Seeing as the CDMC is such a prominent actor 
within Moravia, it can mobilise people and create lasting change. The CDMC mobile unit 
offers many programmes to residents, but the idea is to use this node as a gateway for 
greater access to other care infrastructures. This could be a first step whilst aiming 
towards the longer-term goal of increasing the permeability of the Oasis and El Morro 
into the adjoining neighbourhoods. 


Drawing upon the concept of the 
convite and the values that come 
with sancocho, events focussing 
on food and music at this space 
could be a good way to gather 
people together. 


Actors of accessing the 'Axis of Care' 


Neighborhood 
Community, 
Leaders 


Figure 31, Potential spatial intervention 2. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group]. 
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Final remarks 


Medellin is a city that has witnessed massive transformations, with Moravia located 
centrally in the midst of the development. A city and a country that has suffered from a 
long history of violence and trauma. In sight of this suffering, there was always hope. 
The neighbourhood of Moravia has been the materialisation of this hope. A 
neighbourhood held together by its communities, the weight of its needs carried on the 
backs of resilient women. Our methodology helps us approach our research through 
phases: contextualising, understanding, engaging, and reflecting. In the face of external 
threats and policies that often overlook their legitimacy, Moravitas have stood strong; 
working tirelessly to memorialising their cultural heritage, their traditions, and their 
ancestors' efforts in building the neighbourhood. They have built pillars founded on 
practices of care and resistance through self-upgrading and self-maintenance to reach 
any goal they set forth. These pillars have been key in fighting for “dignidad” and 
defending their land. As consistently expressed by our partners and community leaders, 
Moravia thrives on love, the love for their land, and the love the community has for their 
community leaders. The responsibility that weighs heavily is how to justly represent 
these metaphysics in the community's pursuit of the right to inhabit and spatial justice. 
Central to our engagement is capturing their stories through two important territories: 
the spaces within the neighbourhood and their bodies; territories that are controlled by 
others and controlled by them. In capturing these narratives, we simultaneously 
encourage and support their healing and repair. The living archive then becomes a 
guiding light accompanying the community and future generations to come. The 
proposed strategies are merely tools for the already capable community of Moravia to 


solidify their legitimacy. 
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Summary 


This research examines the concept of 'home' and living heritage in the context of 
Moravia, a community in Medellin, Colombia, a neighbourhood built by migrants that 
became a refuge for those searching for a sense of safety and belonging. We adopt the 
conceptual lens of ‘homing’, referring to everyday forms of spatial agency that reproduce 
a sense of familiarity and belonging to focus on how migrants actively shape their 
environment as they move and settle. As our entry point to this research, we use the 
various spatial practices related to planting and horticulture, posing the research 
question, *How do the multiple spatial practices associated with planting contribute to 
migrants’ transmission of memory and the process of making a home?’. During our 
engagement, we conducted interviews with various actors. We held participatory 
exercises in Las Canillas Park to ascertain the reasons for engaging in horticultural 
practices and how this connects to the homing process. These interviews and 
participatory exercises provide insights into the experiences and practices of Moravian 
migrants, revealing a strong biocultural memory contributing to their sense of 
familiarity, control, and belonging in their surroundings. Finally, this research proposes a 
series of spatial interventions contributing to Moravia's living archive based on our 


findings and negotiations with community members and residents. 


Keywords: reception of migrants, homing, co-creation, care, resistance, planting practices, 


murals, Parque de Las Canillas, Moravia, living archive. 
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Introduction 


Making home(s) in Moravia. The living heritage of homemaking. 


Nested in the heart of Medellín, Colombia, Moravia, has long been a canvas of 
multicultural hues, a magnet for migrants searching for a new place to call home. This 
‘home’ holds a deep significance for migrants; it symbolises security, a sense of 


belonging, and the promise of stability amid upheaval. 


Moravia began as an unassuming community, born out of a basic need - to provide 
shelter for displaced people. Over time, people seeking refuge have built this space brick 
by brick. Day by day, through shared experiences and interactions, these neighbours 
have formed new bonds, transforming Moravia into a vibrant, connected habitat. This 
tapestry of everyday neighbourhood life, interwoven with threads of community growth 
and shared history threads, instils a unique sense of belonging in Moravia. Each home 
and each street corner carry the collective memory of the community, each brick laid 


and corner cared for asserts the right to a place to call home into the future. 


The ties and bonds of past lives and the deep sense of identification with 'home' that 
comes with being displaced have tied the concept of 'home' to a deep desire for 
'homeland'. The notion of home, much like the living archive itself, is a dynamic and 
ever-evolving concept. It cannot be located in its entirety in one place, person, or period 
but is rather a complex living container for memories, identities, power relations, and 
notions of beauty that become transposed onto space as migrants interact with and 
mould their environment. Consequently, home in this research is not considered only a 
place but also an imagined and remembered space in both past and future. It is ‘for the 
ruptured - an endless search for the conditions to be ‘at ease’ again’ (Beeckmans et al., 2022) 
achieved through 'the routinisation of day-to-day living experiences, done and undone 
by everyday practices’ (Beeckmans et al., 2022). Defining home as such turns it into a verb, 
‘homing’ (arraigar in Spanish), articulating everyday forms of spatial agency and cultural 


reproduction inside and outside the domestic space. 


By adopting this conceptual lens of ‘homing’ brings a different approach to migration in 
Moravia. Firstly, we focus on the everyday and the ‘mundane’ experiences of 
homemaking and emphasise the migrant's agency at every stage. Our research delves 
into the many ways migrants' memories and the subsequent migration of these memories 


become transposed onto the neighbourhood through multiple spatial practices forming 
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the foundation upon which home(s) is attained and defended. The variety of everyday 
and mundane' homing practices meant it was important for us to focus on the active 
participation of migrants in shaping their environment rather than falling back on the 
conventional assumptions of powerlessness and inertia existing in much of the migration 


discourse. 


In focusing on their active participation in shaping the neighbourhood we emphasise the 
homemaker, the migrant, and the Moravite as the non-expert author of their city. The 
living sources of knowledge and experience influence urban development and assert 
their epistemological influence on the territory. Moravia's story is one of adaptation, 
resilience, and solidarity. From a community built to meet basic needs, it has evolved 
into a vibrant neighbourhood proving that 'home' transcends physical boundaries - a 


shared sense of belonging (Beeckmans et al., 2022). 


BM a 


Reception of Migrants 


Research question 


How do the 
multiplespatial practices 
associated with planting 
contribute to migrants' 
transmission of memory 
and the process of 


making a home? 
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Conceptual framework 


Spatial practices of 'Arraigar 


The breadth of dimensions captured by the concept of home and homing (arraigar in 
Spanish) became the central conceptual lens of this research and contributed to our 
primary research question. Through this line of inquiry, we are interrogating how 
“various actors initiate a transitional process from a ‘shelter’ to ‘home’ and from a ‘space’ 
to a 'place”” (Beeckmans et al., 2022) reproducing a sense of familiarity and belonging within 
the neighbourhood through planting and horticultural practices and providing the scope 


for individual healing and collective defence of the territory. 


Our initial research question -before our engagement- was, ‘What are the spatial 
practices that migrants use to make Moravia their home?’. However, during our 
engagement in Moravia in negotiation with our partners, we altered our research 
question and focused it on the topic of planting and horticultural spatial practices. The 
reason for this shift is explained in the subsequent section of this chapter, but the 
overarching research question and concept of homing remain the same. This allows us to 
ask about the kinds of knowledge people bring with them when they leave home, how 
the memories of a place left behind are articulated spatially as they move, and how these 
practices contribute to the healing and assertion of the right to life after displacement. 


To capture the range of Moravia's living heritage related to planting and horticulture, we 
outlined the various stages of the homing process by producing a diagram representing 
each stage of making a home. Initially, the diagram was conceived to capture the 
temporality of the homing process, beginning with a remembered/imagined home at the 
top and travelling clockwise through time. However, we discovered through our research 
that these temporal categories cannot be neatly compartmentalised, and often, people's 
journeys do not follow a linear trajectory. There were people we spoke to who were 
engaged with dwelling, healing, and defence practices simultaneously, and more 
unexpectedly, the children of migrants who were born in Moravia but experienced a 


moment of rupture in their lives and needed to rely on arrival infrastructures. 


To reflect this complexity, we transformed our diagram to make it less linear and more 
rhizomatic, using our topic of planting to represent root-like interconnections 


throughout the process, weaving the residents of Moravia into a web of living roots, each 


BA —— 3 


Reception of Migrants 


supplying and supporting the other. Through this diagram, we emphasize that there is no 
default beginning or end point; each temporality and the spatial practices associated 
with them interact with others in complex and often beautiful ways, as our research 
shows. 
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Figure 33. Homing Diagram. Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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1. RUPTURE 


The choice of the word rupture to 
describe the reason for mobility is 
related to our understanding of home 
in this research as being something 
remembered in the past but also an 
ideal that does not yet exist in the 
future, a utopian imagination that one 
engages in a constant search for. To 
refer to the cause of migration as a 
rupture is to explain how it both 
uproots and destabilises people from 
their habitus but also initiates a 
creative pursuit of one's roots 
articulated through the spatial 
practices of homing. 


4. HEALING AND NOSTALGIA 


Healing refers to spatial practices that 
contribute to the post-migration 
healing process individually or 
collectively. In healing after migration, 
individuals negotiate memory, 
remembering, and forgetting as 
necessary to address trauma and 
assert their right to a future. For 
example, crafting recipes connected to 
one's home or painting a mural 
connected to a particular memory. 


2. RECEPTION OF MIGRANTS 


This part of the diagram refers to the 
arrival of migrants into a new territory 
and their immediate needs for 
shelter, security, and privacy. Here, 
migrants often rely on arrival 
infrastructures and the host 
community's capacity to assist them. 
Importantly, during this project, our 
group consciously decided to focus 
on the subsequent dimensions of the 
homing process rather than the 
'reception' of migrants. This was for 
two reasons. First, we wanted to 
highlight migrants' spatial agency 
and avoid representing them only as 
care receivers. Second, because 
Moravia is a community of settled 
migrants, it was important to include 
them in our research to understand 
how they built the community daily. 


5. DEFENCE OF THE TERRITORY 


Defence ofthe territory refers to the 
(commonly but not necessarily) 
collective efforts to maintain, care, 
and protect Moravia and its living 
heritage into the future. As such, it is 
a space of negotiation that forces 
people to ask what is worth 
defending, by what means, and to 
what end. This could be through 
neighbours that defend park spaces 
from occupation or organised groups 
such as Moravia Resiste that 
mobilise youth in the political defence 
of the neighbourhood. 
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3. DWELLING AND 
ESTABLISHING ROUTINES 


Dwelling occurs after immediate 
needs have been met and refers to 
establishing routines, reproducing 
familiarity, and regaining control of 
the self through everyday spatial 
practices. For example, growing and 
eating the produce of plants, 
connecting and sharing with 
neighbours and co-workers, and 
engaging in more communal 
activities. 
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Figure 34 _ Concha's house. Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Our report analyses the multiple planting and horticultural practices present in the 


neighbourhood as an entry point to dissect the myriad and complex spatial practices 


associated with ‘homing’ and how they shape collective memory within Moravia. In 


truth, we could have used any number of entry points to answer our question, from 


keeping animals to food vending or visiting the barber or hairdressers. However, it 


became clear in our walk around the neighbourhood and during our discussions with our 


partners that horticultural practices hold a special significance for many Moravites and 


among migrants for the transmission of memory and (re)activation of belonging. 


Whilst horticultural practices are important for Colombians in general, Moravia is unique 


in the sheer amount and diversity of uses of plants and planting both in the domestic and 


public spheres. Planting practices and the knowledge associated with them connect 


stories and experiences of home(s) left behind and in the making for migrants. Some of 


our participants who had migrated from the countryside to the Medellin spoke about 


planting as a practice that connects them to their rural home, whilst others who had 
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struggled to find stability in their personal lives in Moravia told us how they planted in 
public space to ‘give something back’ to the territory and their ancestors. Some use 
plants to heal trauma, others use them to make a living, and others as an excuse to 
socialise. Whatever the reason, we see that various planting practices and the reasons 
people give for engaging in them can be layered onto our conceptual lens of homing and 


the ongoing search for stability, familiarity, and belonging. 


We consider the living heritage of Moravia to be present within the knowledge and 
techniques of horticultural spatial practices that interweave with the varieties and 
species of the plants themselves, the biocultural memory of territories all over Colombia 
and beyond that converge in Moravia. Home, reproduced continually in the everyday 


practice of keeping, sharing, and selling plants. 
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Methodology 


During our engagement in Medellín, we used four main methods that helped us to 
develop our research topic. First, we made several site visits both inside Moravia and in 
other sectors of the city. Second, based on the findings of the visits we elaborated 
analysis diagrams that allowed us to synthesise and categorise spatial practices related 
to our topic. Third, we conducted ten interviews with strategic actors. Finally, we carried 
out a participatory process in the park of Las Canillas. 


Site visits 


An important part of our methodology was composed of visits to different parts of the 
city with local guides who shared their experiences and knowledge with us. The places 
we visited and topics we covered were essential in shaping our research topic and 
narrowing down our focus toward the spatial practices connected to planting. The 
subsequent section offers the insights we gained from La Aurora, Granizal, and Comuna 
13. 


MAP OF MEDELLÍN 
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Figure 35 _ Visiting different areas in Medellin. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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La Aurora (Área de Expansión de San Cristóbal) 


La Aurora, a part of Medellín accessed by cable car, is a state-built social housing project. 
Compared to Moravia, which seemed to lack the latter's vibrancy and collective identity. 
Despite some signs of communal association, like the graffiti supporting a Medellin 
football team, there appeared to be less resident-driven spatial appropriation. Planting 


practices were also less prevalent in Aurora than in Moravia, where plants are 
omnipresent. 
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Figure 36 _ Planting practice in La Aurora (2023). Source: Pictures taken by group members during the visits to the sites. 
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Granizal 


Granizal, on Medellin's peripheries, was a community consisting of displaced inhabitants 
due to internal conflict and violence. Collaborating with an NGO named "Peace and 
Hope", the women of this displaced community had built a collective space and memory 
archive. They narrated their stories of fleeing homes, usually due to political violence 
and resettling in Medellin. Many of these women created 'hope trees' as tangible 
reminders of their rural homes. Maintaining plants or trees in their former homes held 
great significance for them. However, since they couldn't bring these along during 
displacement, crafting miniature trees to display in the community centre served as a 
symbolic link to their past and a testament to their resilience. One woman's upside-down 
tree served as a metaphor for her disrupted life, slowly regaining normalcy after 
displacement. 


Figure 37 Tree of Hope in Granizal (2023). Source: Pictures taken by group members during the visits to the sites. 
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Comuna 13 (Las Independencias) 


Comuna 13 is located in zone 4, along the city's western fringes. It was once a notoriously 
dangerous part of Medellín. Community initiatives and the introduction of outdoor 
escalators and street art have revitalised its economically challenged neighbourhood into 
one of the city's most vibrant and colourful communes. The vicinity around the six 
escalator sets has been reinvented into a vibrant canvas of murals and graffiti. These 
murals narrate the tale of Comuna 13, showcasing depictions of local histories and 
memories. However, there is a trend that the murals in Comuna 13 are more towards 


commercial purposes. 


Figure 38. Murals in Comuna 13 (2023). Source: Pictures taken by group members during the visits to the sites. 


These observations from our site visits reinforced the significance of planting practices 
as a memory connector and a healing process for migrants. The act of planting, in 
essence, bridges the past and the present for these individuals, enabling them to both 


reminisce about their homeland and cultivate hope for a future beyond displacement. 
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Visiting Moravia 
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Figure 39 Map showing the route of walking tour group reception of migrants (2023) _ Source: Own elaboration based on official 
cartography and the route designed by members of partner organisations. 
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Figure 39 _ Map of first Moravia site visit (2023). Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 


We conducted three visits guided by our field research partners, each with a specific 


purpose. 


During the first visit, we got an overview of the neighbourhood's 


characteristics, emphasising Moravia's identity as a space self-built and managed by 
migrants. The practice of caring for plants and animals is a fundamental part of the 
Moravitas identity discourse because it is one of the symbols of bringing the countryside 


(their place of origin) to the city (their new home). 
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Multiple stages of urban consolidation 


We visited three representative sectors that show different temporalities of the homing 
process, according to different historical moments of the waves of migration in Moravia. 
The “El Bosque" sector is among the oldest and most consolidated sectors. Here, it is 
evident how the formalisation of urban conditions has progressed over time. In addition, 
the "El Bodegón" sector is a meeting place for migrants from the Colombian Caribbean, 
where they gather to listen to music, dance, eat traditional Caribbean food and play 
outdoor board games, a traditional practice in Colombia. Finally, we passed through the 
El Morro sector, which was a sector where in 2006, a process of resettlement of the 
population living there was carried out to build a garden. During the pandemic, this 
sector was re-occupied by migrants who have been building their homes informally and 
is now almost entirely occupied. This latest wave of migration in the neighbourhood 
includes families from different regions of Colombia and Venezuela. The landscape of 
this sector shows the first stage of the process of territorial occupation and has caused 
tensions between new arrivals and the settled community, some of whom would instead 


hold onto the hard-won garden of El Morro. 


Parque de Las Canillas 


On the border between El Morro and El Bosque is the "Parque Las Canillas", which was 
created in 2006 through the resettlement process of El Morro in 2011, a children's play 
area was installed, and a community garden was built which is cared for by the 
neighbours of the sector. Historically, this was a meeting and conversation space for the 
women who migrated to the neighbourhood to access public taps to gather water and 
wash clothes. Currently, although efforts have been made by the neighbours to maintain 


this space, it needs improvement. 


Barber Art 


The intriguing endeavour of the barbershop project incorporates aspects of social, 
political, and migration-related narratives within their work and served as a crucial case 
study for our research on the role of spatial practices in memory transmission and 
homemaking among migrants. Barber Art's business model stands out as they provide 
haircuts in exchange for stories when the client cannot afford to pay. These narrations 
inspire novel designs, often embodying significant social issues or landscapes related to 


migration. 
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Murals 


The second visit focused on Muralism, a characteristic element of the Moravian urban 
landscape. We realised that these captivating tableaus of the migrant experience in 
Moravia blend social, political, and personal narratives into vibrant visual forms. As an 
integral part of the homing process for migrants, these immersive forms of street art 
murals reflect the diverse stories, memories, and identities brought into the community, 
serving as collective memory transmission devices, and facilitating the homemaking 
process for migrants. Hence, the murals beautify the neighbourhood and function as 
landmarks of shared experiences and cultural dialogues, emphasising the importance of 


spatial practices in memory preservation and integration. 


Planting 


Finally, we made a visit focused on plants. We realised the great diversity of practices 
that integrate plants in the neighbourhood, the different scales in which they happen, 
the diverse purposes for which they are carried out, and the actors involved in this 
practice. For example, the practice of the "Grupo Ambiental Sembrando Vida" 
(Sembrando Vida Environmental Group) who carry out an urban repair activity based on 
the identification of wasted areas in the neighbourhood where rubbish is concentrated, 
which they then transform into community gardens, is very different from the practices 
that individuals develop in their homes by decorating balconies, front gardens, and 


facades with plants. 
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Analytical Diagram 


ANALYTICAL DIAGRAM OF SPATIAL PRACTICES RELATED TO PLANTS IN MORAVIA 
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Figure 41. Analytical Diagram of spatial practices related to plants in Moravia. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants 
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Figure 41. Actors’ map. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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To synthesise the findings of the two visits, we listed all the spatial practices relevant to 
the homing process. We distributed them on a matrix according to four scales according 
to where they occur. The neighbourhood, individual, collective and house scale. We then 
connected the actors in each scale to the purposes of their planting practices, most of 


which had more than one reason to engage in planting practices. 


Categories of Planting Purposes 


CODE NAME DESCRIPTION 
S Symbolic and The representations of plants in weavings and murals that hold symbolic value to 
representation artists and residents 

M Medicinal Uses of planting to treat illnesses and to be used in rituals and ceremonies 

R Repair Planting practices that are used for the purposes of ecological repair such as El 
Morro rubbish dump 

D Decoration Planting for decorative and aesthetic purposes 

C Countryside to city Practices that bring specific rural territories to the city through different species 

H Healing ps that people engage with for the purposes of personal or collective healing 
rom trauma or other mental health problems 

N Nostalgia Planting for the purpose of activating memories of places and ancestors 

E Food Growing and cultivating for food and drink 

S Subsistence Buying and selling plants and their produce for an income 

E Educational ET paneer Ai the transmission of horticultural knowledge to other 

Table 3 _ Categories of planting purposes stage. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] 
Interviews 


Based on the analysis diagram of the spatial practices related to plants according to the 
scales studied and their purposes, which was made from the findings of the three tours 
of the neighbourhood (see figure 9), ten strategic actors were chosen, and semi-structured 
interviews were conducted with them to understand in more detail the relationship 
between actors, spatial practices and their connection to homing. Some basic questions 
were defined to guide the interviews, and other questions that could vary depending on 
the person being interviewed. The basic questions were as follows: 
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Neighbourhood/Individual 
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When did you come wich MON 
to Moravla, how. connected to any 
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the trajectory? To any specific 
person? 


Do different 
What have you specles have 
learned from the different 

plants In each place meanings for 
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Figure 43 _ Interview questions. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 


Neighbourhood/Individual 


When did you come to Moravia, how, 
How did you learn to take care Why and what was the trajectory? 
of plants? -  _ ——JJJJJJJ——m——— d 


My father is from Manila ~~ 
Neighbourhood in Medellin and | | 


was born in Moravia. 


> 


1 spent my childhood in the countryside, 
which is where my love of caring for plants 
comes from. 


Where do you get your plants 
from? How did you learn to take 


Why do you plant outside your 
care of plants? 


house? 


He brought these herbs to Moravia and set the shop. 


CSM 
Neighbourhood/Individual 


1 learnt from my father and run the shop now. | 
have a daughter and is teaching my daughter 
about the use of these medicinal plants. 


1 have been building and tending a vertical 
garden on a lamppost in front of my house, the 
only lamppost with bushes in the neighbourhood, 


for three years. 


| specific memory? To any specific 
| person? 


Y 
' Are the species connected to any 7) 


What have you leamed from 
the plants in each place you 


have been? 
Sometimes especially when the fresh 


í 
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leaves arrive. 
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in my daily routine is to greet these two 
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EM ——99 


Neighbourhood/Individual 


When did you come to Moravia, 
how, why and what was the 
trajectory? 


^ My life is closely linked to 
the history of Moravia 
because | was born and 
grew up in the 
neighbourhood. 


Neighbourhood/Individual 


How did you learn to take 
care of plants? 


œ | worked in recycling and its 
neighbourhood organisations, 
then became part of the 
intervention group in EI Morro, 
working as a gardener where 

| he learned this profession. 


Neighbourhood'/Individual 


Why do you plant outside 
your house? a 


| Nc My house was demolished for the macro-project. People | 


started to dump rubbish and debris here, so | decided to 
make a nursery there. | created a nursery where | take 
care of and sell plants. Currently, this space is also his 
home because the mayor's office never responded to a 
relocation space for his home. 
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When did you come to 
Moravia, how, why and 
what was the trajectory? 


My mum was born in another town and 
moved to Moravia 70 years ago, | was 


born here. 
Where do you get your plants 
from? How did you learn to 
take care of plants? 


She used to work in this vegetable booth. She 
passed away one and a half years ago. Since that 
moment, I've decided to take care of my life and 
started working here. 


| had a drug addiction so | even lived on the | 
streets sometimes, but now | managed to 
have good life back again by taking care of 
this booth, | feel blessed. My girlfriend will 
also move in next week, | am looking 
forward to living with her in Moravia. 


Figure 44 _ Interview findings neighbourhood/individual. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Together with the community, the Oasis Foundation 
has identified areas for improvement in Moravia 
| and has intervened with murals and garden 
plantings. 


connections through 
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When did you come to 
Moravia, how, why and 
what was the tré 


Why do you participate in 
planting activities? 


migrant and rural practices, as 
well as the sense of arraigo it can 
generate in people who have just 


arrived in the neighbourhood. 


Nelghbourhood/Collective 


/ The environmental 
classroom has made it 
possible to generate 
connections between 
old and new families in 

\ the neighbourhood 


M z 


Are the species 
connected to any specific 
memory? To any specific 
| person? 


$e — os 
Have you made new 
connections through 
practice? 


Figure 45 _ Interview findings neighbourhood/collective. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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When did you come to 
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Figure 44 Interview findings house/collective. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Main findings of the interviews 


Caring for plants creates a connection to the past: to their experiences in the field 
and to their ancestors. 

Plant care acts as a healing process for trauma caused by violence but also heals 
and calms those who have not experienced trauma and direct violence. On an 
individual scale, planting can be seen as a self-care practice, relieving stress and 
(re)activating self-worth. 

The planting and tending of gardens in the neighbourhood's public spaces has 
created important meeting places where residents can meet, share plants and 
knowledge, and share personal stories. In short, they have contributed to a sense 
of community and belonging. 

The educational processes related to environmental practices have generated 
meeting spaces for the neighbourhood's inhabitants and kept the knowledge 
passed down from forebearers of disparate territories alive. 

The practices of exchanging plants and using recycled containers for planting are 
very common practices that Moravia's residents engage in informally. Care of the 
public space and care of the self seem to be intimately connected here. 

Even those born in Moravia and descendants of migrants can inhabit space on the 
homing diagram and hold connections with memories of their forebears' homes. 
They can even experience a different kind of rupture that necessitates healing. In 
this case, planting and food vending were essential to the process. 

The practice of passing horticultural knowledge to other people and generations 
creates important connections with home(s) both in Moravia and outside, even 


among non-migrants. 
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Strategies 


Participatory process in Canillas Park 


In Canillas Park, our group undertook some participatory work with community 
members to connect with migrants' subjective perspectives and memories. The methods 
we used to do this included a tree map, hope postcards, and a mural. We invited the 
interviewees we spoke to the previous day to join us in the park and combined with the 
ecological reparations team to clean up the park alongside our activities. Because 
Canillas Park inhabits the periphery between the established streets of Moravia and the 
more recent urban occupations on El Morro, this space was important both to our 
partners and to us as a site of interaction between the different waves of migration that 


have arrived in the territory. 


Ihe treemap is a participatory exercise that aims to uncover collective and 
neighbourhood-scale narratives of Moravia. We asked people to imagine Moravia as a 
tree and identify the different parts of it. The treemap emerges as a metaphor to 
symbolise the neighbourhood's diverse population, whom each form a small part of a 


larger whole. 


IF MORAVIA WERE A TREE WHAT WOULD 
EACH PART OF THE TREE REPRESENT? 


Figure 47 _ Treemap. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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These are some of the responses we received from participants on the day who each had 


varied and often emotive answers to our question. 


Hope Postcards is about residents' hopes for Canillas Park and Moravia. Through open 
dialogue and collaboration, people write down their visions and pin them onto the park's 
play area. It was instructive for us and for the community to learn what residents may 


hope for so that we could alter our proposals and research to their wishes. 


CAPTURES OF POSTCARDS 
What kind of seed What do you want to help the How do you think this neighborhood can 
have you planted? neighborhood? continue to flourish? 


Bring neighborhoc ether to plant and 


Vaion 


take care of it 
resolve conflicts in the 


Plants, corduroy neighborhood 


Tall trees and fruits Share fruits with friends and family 


Make this place better and give 
peace to people 
ind and help 


greenery 


Expand the park 


hare the seeds with neighbors Clean the park and build homes 


The park can be neat and impeccable 


Figure 49 Photos of Communa Las Canillas Intervention. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Ihe mural collaborates with local artist La Jefa to record women's collective memory in 
Canillas Park. Before Moravia had water infrastructure in homes, Canillas Park was where 
people would come to collect water and clean their clothes; therefore, Jefa's design 
depicted women washing in the park. We held some negotiations between our group, 
community members, and La Jefa to talk about the design and to make an addition to the 
right of commemorating migrants and the connection of planting to making a home in 


Moravia. 


-) za A là: 


Figure 50 _ Photos mural intervention. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Main findings of interventions 


The community 


residents shared their visions and aspirations for Moravia, 


demonstrating a profound sense of imagination and hope. Their collective input not only 


paves the way for the realisation of a better neighbourhood but also provides individuals 


with a sense of stability and belonging. 


Interventions 


Tree map 


Hope 
postcards 


Mural 


Main findings 


DUBIAN- The tree leaves represent the different individuals in the area. While each 
person follows their unique journey, their collective memories interweave to shape the 
territory. 

Jessica- There is a comparison between the soil and the historical movements and 
memories that have shaped the community. 


Luis- The trunk represents where we come from and where we Are going. 


Daniela- The fruits borne by the tree as symbolic representations of the descendants of 
the neighbourhood, signifying the ongoing legacy and growth of the community. 


The act of planting and nurturing vegetation can contribute to enhancing the park's 
greenery. 

The exchange of seeds, plants, and fruits among friends and family was seen as a way to 
foster community bonds and further enhance the park's vitality. 

Itis important to maintain the park's cleanliness, which could make this place more 
beautiful, neat and comfortable to cultivate a better neighbourhood. 


The mural represents the collective memory of women engaging in laundry activities in 
the park. The mural's inclusion of leaves and trees further emphasises the park's role as 
aunifying space, encouraging individuals to join and engage in planting activities. 

The phrase on the wall is based on insights gained through interviews conducted with 
community members. The phrase means, " Through the plants, we now connect with our 
origin and sow the Moravia we want." Its essence conveys the profound connection 
between plants and our origins, emphasising the power of cultivation in shaping the 
Moravia neighbourhood. 


Table 4. Main findings from interventions. Source: Own elaboration [security of tenure group] 
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Proposals 


Our proposals are linked with existing practices of ARRAIGO related to plants at different 
scales of analysis in an explicit linking of the neighbourhood's identity as a space made 
by migrants and the preservation of this living archive. 


Our research has shed light on the deeply embedded connection between planting and 
the process of homing. It is a dynamic tradition that spans generations and distances, 
strengthening bonds with the past while creating space for growth and adaptation. The 
proposals are the planting practice contributing to the homing process rather than just 
about the physical act of planting; it is about the planting practices. The proposals are 
our attempt to harness these elements and use them to receive migrants constructively 
and creatively, enabling them to participate in shaping the future of Moravia. 


In Moravia 


PROPOSAL 
Creating h (s) in displ t invol tiati dt issi f ies of a pl left VION 
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Figure 51. Planting as a contribution to homing processes. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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PROPOSALS 


A garden dedicated to migration that invites 
Moravites to plant a species that is important 
to them or hold a particular memory. Next to 
each plant we could place a note explaining 
what the species is, what it is used for, and 
why it's important to the individual who 
planted it. 


'MIGRANT' GARDEN 


This proposal tries to utilise the social and 
‘communal aspect of planting and engages the 
community with Canillas park through a plant 
exchange. This would happen periodically 

in the park. 


PLANT EXCHANGE 


This proposal aims to put in place a long-term plan 
to maintain and improve the park with the 
participation of the community in combination with 
our other proposals and ecognition of the park from 
city authorities. This proposal is built around the 
comments we received from our partners and the 
postcard participatory activity. 


PARK UPGRADING 


A tour of similar to the one we we took with our 
partners that shows people around the 
neighbourhood through the lens of plants and 
cultivation. Allowing people to share their stories, 
earn an extra income, and emphasise the special 
place that cultivation has for migrants and Moravites 


MAMACHILA PLANT TOUR 


A mobile seed bank using the Patrimino vivo trolley 
where people can exchange, leave, and take seeds. 
This serves people's basic needs such as food but 
also provides a mobile site where residents and 
recent arrivals can share memories and stories, 

as well as learn about the projects run by the 
cultural centre 


MOBILE SEED BANK 


This proposal aims to integrate the vegetable garden 
part of the memory workshops. in order to work 
around the sowing to talk about the places of origin. 
and the trajectories of the participants and the uses 
of the plants in their places of origin. The idea is that 
people who have recently arrived in the 
neighbourhood can be present at these 

workshops and that in this space they can get 

to know the CUltural Centre and other places that 
can function as a support network. 
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Figure 52 _ Summary of proposals. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 


Our proposals are concentrated in Las Canillas Park and the Cultural Centre, but by 


making use of the Moravita mobile station to be used as the seed bank, much more of 


Moravia could be covered, reaching far more people. 
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Figure 53 _ Proposed spaces for implementation of proposals. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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In Medellín 


It is proposed to replicate the seed bank and migrant garden projects in the different 


communes of Medellín, linking newcomers to the city with old neighbors as an 


intervention on a city-wide scale. 
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Figure 54 Proposed areas for implementation at the city scale. Source: Own elaboration [reception of migrants group]. 
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Reception of Migrants 
Final remarks 


Based on our understanding of Moravia, this project illustrates how the multiple 
spatial practices associated with planting contribute to migrants' memory transmission 
and the home-making process. Our research mainly carried out a series of surveys and 
research, as well as a planting and mural tour in Moravia, mapping, and interviews with 
residents and migrants. Moreover, in Canillas Park, we utilised participatory processes, 
including tree mapping, hope postcards, and the mural, to focus on how horticultural 
spatial practices cement migrants' sense of belonging in Moravia. We found that plants 
can be considered a bridge to the past and future for migrants, expressed through 
everyday spatial practices that form the living heritage of the territory. These spatial 
practices beautify and mark Moravia as a unique biocultural territory and serve as 
landmarks for shared experience and cultural dialogue, emphasising the importance of 


spatial practices in the memory preservation and integration. 


Our project has several limitations that could be addressed in future research directions. 
This research mainly focuses on spatial practices associated with planting, but Barber 
Art and other spatial practices are also important. Another essential critique we received 
of our research was regarding the relevance of researching planting for migrants who are 
in immediate need of basic necessities, food, shelter, income, etc. While it was our 
intention from the early stages of this project to focus on the later stages of the homing 
process rather than arrival infrastructures, this reflection on our work is a welcome 
provocation that influenced us to aim our proposals towards the ‘reception’ end of the 
migration process and think about other kinds of spatial practices that might offer more 


immediate relief to migrants. 


The purpose of this research and the more comprehensive project it is located within is 
to uncover the living heritage of Moravia and offer tools that Moravites can use to gain 
recognition and defend the neighbourhood in the future. For the tools we contribute to 
the archive to be utilised, however, we must consider three critical questions: 

1. Where is the archive located? 

2. How do people access it? 


3. Moreover, how is it activated? 
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Reception of Migrants 


Our proposals are centred around Canillas Park, where it is proposed that a migrant 
garden would allow for regular events such as plant exchange events and a long-term 


plan to enhance infrastructure. 


Enhancing the cohesion of the Moravia community, the culture centre could promote the 
seed bank that would act as a mobile access point for the living archive alongside 
Caminos y Cocinas, which brings living heritage into the domestic space. Moreover, 
within the broader context of Medellin, it is proposed that seed banks and multiple 
migrant gardens would spread and reproduce memory in singular forms reflecting the 


city's distinct communities. 


Ultimately, though, it is Moravias' community of residents and migrants, in intimate 
connection with the living flora, seeds, and fruits, that they keep that activate the living 
archive daily. They tell stories of home through the plants they keep, share knowledge of 
cultivation through their networks, and transpose memories and associations of beauty 


onto their neighbourhood to claim their right to inhabit. 
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Ecological Reparation 
Summary 


This research project focuses on practices of ecological reparation and knowledge 
integral to the Moravia community. The study emphasises understanding the 
interconnectedness between actors, practices, and resources involved in ecological 
reparation while highlighting the significance of recognising these activities as essential 
practices. The objective is to pave the way for acknowledging and preserving these 
practices within Medellin by developing strategies that leverage the existing skills and 
expertise within the community. By weaving together ecological practices, the project 
aims to create a healing environment that enhances people's physical, social, and 


economic lives in Moravia to activate the collective power on the broader city scale. 


Keywords: ecological reparation, repa-net, care, resistance, ecological practices, planting, 


community building, Moravia, living archive. 


Ecological Reparation 
Introduction 


Sabiescu (2020) refers to the living archives as “the practices and environments that 
connect the organisation, curation, and transmission of memory with the present-bound 
creative, performative, and participatory process". They serve as a means of sharing 
social memories, fostering social bonds, and contributing to community and identity 
formation. Therefore, it builds on the ‘Archivo Vivo’ project as a tool to imagine an urban 
future in Moravia, Medellin. The selected thematic lenses are based on the community's 
challenges and assets, which are 1) security of tenure, 2) migration influx, and 3) 
ecological reparation. These three issues integrated the understanding of Moravia's 


urban transformation process and the relationships between actors. 


Ecological practices are the fundamental element for Moravia's natural and social 
environment in Moravia. The trajectories of risks generate tensions between the right to 
permanence, well-being, and social interaction. This project responds and exposes the 
paths to imagine Moravia's future development, which is expected to activate further 
action at a wider scale in Medellin. “REPA-NET” has been defined as a tool to capture and 
decrypt the trace of the living archive of ecological reparation practices in Moravia, 
which is the interconnection between actors, practices, and resources in improving the 


environment and human well-being. 


To cultivate broader participation, garner support, and ensure optimal resource 
allocation, it is essential to comprehend the unique context of Moravia and recognise the 
invaluable contributions of individuals involved in ecological reparation practices. This 
understanding is fundamental for fostering increased engagement and facilitating access 
to necessary resources. Moreover, it paves the way for establishing collaborative 
partnerships that can yield synergistic outcomes and enhance the efficiency of the 


overall working process. 
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The Developing Context in Medellin and Moravia 


Medellin is situated in the valley at an altitude of 1500 meters and is surrounded by 
mountains that reach heights of up to 3000 meters. The mountain valley is prone to 
various natural hazards such as landslides, torrential floods, and earthquakes. Many 
inhabitants, particularly those residing on the upper slopes and near rivers, are often 


exposed to these phenomena, especially among the illegal settlers. 


The displacement trajectories of people and the management of waste have formed a 
consistent theme of life in Moravia. From the 1950s, the hill area of Moravia became a 
settlement for internally displaced persons, while from 1977-1984, the area was formally 
designated as a municipal waste dump, known as El Morro. When El Morro was no longer 
a waste dump but an open sky garden, this heritage of waste management and recycling 
was ingrained in Moravias landscape and culture of Moravia. This ecological 


transformation is a symbol of change in Moravia and Medellin. 


In terms of transformation, the communities have taken the responsibility of facilitating 
rather than being the objects of urban development interventions. They are vital to the 
process of the socio-spatial transformation of Moravia. Hence, in the face of the new 
wave of urban renewal that now threatens this neighbourhood, it is important to focus on 
the impact of the community in the transformation as a strategy to frame their right to 


permanence. 


In addition to the renewal plans threatening displacement and rupture of networks of 
solidarity and knowledge, there is flooding from unprecedented rainfall. Flooding in the 
Antioquia region cannot be neglected as an environmental circumstance of Medellin; it 
might bring up the community's participation in resisting and recovering from disasters 
and people's focus on infrastructure. The connection between garbage and flooding 
enlightens the concept of "Urban Resilience" as a core value of Medellin and its residents. 


Connecting environmental challenges with social issues is a prominent agenda in 
ecological reparation. It not only intersects eviction, displacement, and environmental 
protection but also highlights the identity associated with Moravia's regeneration and 


the urban transformation of Moravia. 
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Figure 55 _ Moravia. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


Historical Timeline 


This informative timeline shows events and practices happening progressively in the 
neighbourhood of Moravia. We want to highlight the strong bond of solidarity shown by 
the community in defending the territory since Moravia Settlement was formed in 1950 


to ongoing community movements to weave and heal their territory. (See also next page). 


TIMELINE 


Moravia started to becpme a 
settlement for internally 
displaced persons 


After the violence generated by 
this political confrontation, the 
first arrivals to the territory, now 
known as Moravia, took place by 
means of the railroad to the "El 
Bosque" station. The displaced 
families or migrants began to 
inhabit the banks of the Medellín 
Riverstreams. 


Self building using 
Dump reusable materi- 
als by Local Builders 


After being victims of an armed conflict 
and the symbolic violence exercised by 
the mayor's office of Medellin to evict 
Moravia for being an illegal construc- 
tion, the inhabitants created the 
Tugurianos committee, which allowed 
mutual help generating a better quality 
of life and the territorial necessary 
defense to avoid leaving their homes. 


Sorting Rubbish on the 
Morro 


In 1943, the city began 
planning the canalization 
of the Medellin River in 
order to manage waste, 
different overflows and 
mitigate diseases. 


The extraction of gravel from the 
Medellin River becomes a source 
of income that allows the first 
inhabitants to build their houses, 
with materials such as wood, 
Canabrava and Bahareque (cow 
dung and mud). 

The knowledge inherited from the 
countryside was fundamental for 
survival, as they grew crops such 
as tomatoes, figs, corn, sugar cane 
and onions. 


Moravia continued to be the 
target of evictions by the 
Medellin administration, until 
then the official declaration of 
Moravia as a neighborhood 
did not exist and the legiti- 
mate territory was seen as 
illegal. 


Medellín River is 
canalised 


Formally designated as a 
municipal waste dump (El 
Morro) by Mayor's Office of 


Medellín 


The community organisation 
generated as a result of the 
defence of the territory continues 
in this decade (Resistance) 


The administration intervened in 
order to mitigate the sanitary emer- 
gency caused by the garbage 
deposited. Public services, health and 
education facilities were provided, 
new roads were opened and property 
titles were awarded to families who 
worked on the redevelopment of the 
surrounding areas. 


tion and phytodepuration. 


Moravia hill soil treatment process 
began, including soil bioremedia- 


A process of self-construc- 
tion was carried out for the 
deteriorating houses in the 
El Bosque sector, 83 houses 
were built with the basic 
conditions to be safe. 


This year, the municipal 
administration has 
decided to make some 
new changes to the 
Integral Neighborhood 


Moravia Upgrading 
Project Government 
program ‘pact in life’, 
causing displacement 
of residents 


20 groups of families create 
settlements in El Oasis Tropical 
after the overflowing of the Iguaná 
stream, this is carried out by the 
municipal administration of 
Medellín. 


The Moravia 

Resists Communi- 
ty Collective works 
for permanence in 


Ecological Reparation 


This year the resettlement of the 
families that inhabited El Morro to La 
Aurora began, this displacement 
ended in 2011 approximately in the 
municipality of Alonso Salazar; these 
last families were resettled to the 
housing units La Herradura. 


The Canillas Park was born from the 
struggle of the community after the 
resettlement of the Morro families. Taps 
were placed with public water for common 
use, becoming a point of communication 
and actuality due to the high influx of 
people from various parts of the neighbor- 
hood to wash clothes, bathe the children, 
collect water. 


El Morro was ‘occupied’ 
again by Venezuela 
migration Recycling work 
revitalised during Covid-19. 


Moravia Garden opened to 
public 


CDCM is an open space managed 
by the leaders of the Moravia 


the territory 
through art and 
culture, popular 


Improvement Plan. 


As part of the 1997 land-use 
plan, the area around La Berme- 
jala creek was being developed, 
turning this space into a social 
and recreational area for the 
community. 


neighborhood with the purpose of 
having a place for learning that 
strengthens social and community 


Nodos of the Cultural Development 
Center of Moravia are containers that 
function as an 

extension of the Center, offering 
different artistic, political and cultural 
educational workshops, showing 
films with a social purpose, and at the 
same time lending their spaces for 
the use of social organizations in 
Moravia 


education and 


The community began to 
consider the creation of a neutral 
community collective that could 
achieve spaces for conversation 
and negotiation with the admin- 
istration. 


Massive landslides and flooding 
caused by heavy rain 


collective memory. 


A 


People Visit the Garden to 
date, at the top of Medel- 
lin's trash mountain, there 
is a massive greenhouse 
growing all manner of 
plants, giving life and 
regeneration to what was 
once a bleak and sad place. 


Figure 56 _ Timeline for Moravia. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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Ecological Reparation 


Ecological reparation is restoring ecosystems that have been degraded, damaged, or 
destroyed. The objectives of ecological reparation include ecosystem structure and 
function and the enhancement of ecosystem services (Fu, 2021). The goal of ecological 
reparation has shifted from optimising ecosystem structure and function to enhancing 
human ecological well-being (Yix et al., 2020). Practices of repairing damaged ecologies 
across different locations offer innovative insights for conserving, mending, caring, and 
empowering human and nonhuman ecologies in the territory (Bristol University Press, no 
date). Ecological reparation engages with social-environmental degradation by trying to 
rethink concepts and practices that may be needed to repair and remediate damaged 
ecologies and persistent inequalities in ways that support resurgence against more than 
human injustice (Papadopoulos et al., 2023). 


Thus, ecological reparation can be viewed as rethinking and restoring social, economic, 
and environmental relations by correcting historical harm and using available 
opportunities to balance resources, power, and knowledge to all actors involved. There is 
no such thing as neutral ecology for people and nonhumans (Plumwood, 2008); therefore, the 
notion of ecological reparation inherently addresses socio-political conflict and the need 
to restore justice. Therefore, environmental interventions and practices in Moravia must 
be interconnected (Papadopoulos et al, 2023). These practices are done in the spirit of 
restoring justice and, as such, are in tension with the rights to permanence, public 
health, memory and identity of Moravia, and resistance against eviction. 


We do not They make people feel 


They are actions done 
want Moravia to be 


they belong 


to inhabit and occupy 


associated with risk space 


Figure 57 Dialogue with partners in our group. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


Working with our partners and the Moravita community, we have created a definition of 
ecological reparation that addresses the Moravian context. 


BM 124 


Ecological Reparation 


Ecological reparation is an active aspect of defending the territory of 
Moravia. 


This definition was formulated on the following elements: 
* Ecological repair practices are about improving the territory, not fixing it as it is 
not broken. 
* Theright of the land and territory of Moravia to be repaired. 
* Ecological repair practices are about creating new ways of life and working 
together. 


Based on this definition, a living archive is a body of living documents whose contents 
are constantly changing environments shaped and reshaped by collective memories, 
knowledge, social culture, local heritage, and other circulating elements. Thus, the living 
archive becomes a bridge in the healing process. In a community like Moravia and its 
city, Medellin, with a complex and overlapping history of violence and reconciliation, the 
living archive focuses on its richness despite the socio-political dynamics. This includes 
the legacy of communal caring and reparative practices and their connection to the 
community. The recognition of the role of the community in the care of memory and 
heritage, thus allowing communities to become active political subjects of a broader 


process of socio-cultural change. 


A living archive of ecological reparation in Moravia requires solidarity and recognising 
the lead of those who have remained guardians of ecological relations with nonhumans 
at the peril of their own lives and the safety of their communities. It connects Moravia's 
ecological reparation to the people and intangible relations rather than just the 
ecological preservation of the urban fabric. A living archive thus moves beyond 
top-down, individualised, and abstracted interventions towards processes of repair of 


material relations in their complex embeddedness in communities. 


BM. ———45 


Ecological Reparation 


Conceptual Framework 
Research background 


Moravia, as a neighbourhood, made great efforts to thrive and become a robust, 
united, and resilient community through the determined resistance of its inhabitants. 
The residents commit to organising actions and practices to enhance the 
neighbourhood's environment in different ways, ultimately benefiting everyone living in 


the area. These positive developments can be observed throughout the entire region. 


Understanding the specific context of Moravia and acknowledging the contributions of 
individuals engaged in ecological reparation practices can be crucial elements in 
fostering greater participation, support, and access to resources. This, in turn, facilitates 


the creation of synergistic collaborations and a more effective working process. 


By shedding light on the accomplishments of Moravia and uncovering the underlying 
mechanisms that have propelled its progress, this research endeavours to contribute to 
the existing body of knowledge on community-driven development to understand and 
replicate the successes of Moravia in creating thriving, united, and 


resilient neighbourhoods. 


Research aim 


To weave ecological practices that maintain a healing environment together to enhance 


people's life condition in the physical, social, and economic way in Moravia. 


BM ——426 


Ecological Reparation 


Research questions 


How, together with the community, do 
we recognise and activate a network of 
actors, practices, and resources in Moravia 
and use it as a tool for permanence? 

What are the ecological practices in 
Moravia, and who knows about them? 

What are these practices' purposes, and why 
do actors continue to do them? 

How do we activate/share/expand these 
practices? 

How do we inspire other community 


members to use these practices? 


Ecological Reparation 


Concepts 


Ecological reparation encompasses not only the enhancement of the natural ecosystem 
but also the promotion of human well-being. These efforts are expressed through three 
dimensions: the physical, economic, and social environments. In the context of Moravia, 
these activities form a network of reparation known as REPA-NET, which represents the 
interconnectedness of environmental improvement actions involving various actors, 
practices, and resources. REPA-NET is the foundation for strategies and methodologies 
aimed at ecological reparation, acting as a proactive defence for the territory. 
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Figure 58 _ Repa-Net conceptual framework. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


Ecological Reparation 
Methodology 


The methodology employed in our research tackles the research question by 
analysing primary data collected during the fieldwork at Moravia and relevant secondary 
information gathered. The overarching objective was, through an iterative process, to 
test, alter, and reinforce our understanding of ecological reparation in Moravia. Thus, we 
explore the territory as a site where knowledge of ecological repair actors, practices, and 


resources exist and evolve. 


The Repa-Net 


A reparative network (Repa-Net) is an interconnected system of ecological practices, 
actors, and resources to improve the environment. We can better understand their 
dynamics by recognizing that ecological actors, practices, and resources are 
interdependent, transformative, and mobile. To understand how the living archive is 
evolving across time and space, we propose Repa-Net as an analytical tool for reflecting 
on and analysing the current state, as well as synthesising the future relationship 
between actors who engage in ecological practices that influence their interaction in 
producing, using, and managing resources. It can become a powerful information 
network for Moravia in the future, identifying potential stakeholders and practices that 
can be developed in the region through different levels of potential relationships, thus 
strengthening their cooperation and achieving mutual benefits. 

Through Repa-Net, residents and stakeholders can find a new way to pursue ecological 
practices of reparation collectively, find support from actors and resources, choose 
suitable partners and service areas, and complete and strengthen Moravia's industrial 


pillar. 


The Repa-Net as a Living Archive 
* To recognize the local reparative knowledge in Moravia that contributes to a 
broader impact on ecological improvement, such as recycling, reusing, 
cultivating, flooding management, and the community-led public spaces 
provision. 
* To establish a connection between Moravia's heritage and its people, emphasising 
the importance of intangible relationships rather than solely focusing on 


preserving the urban fabric. 
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* To highlight the power and initiative of the community in repairing their 


environment. 


Vision and Principles 


Our vision is to empower the Moravia community by enabling the recognition and 
activation of a reparative network of ecological actors, resources, and practices, 
fostering a collective defence of their territory. Together, the network will restore and 
protect the land, ensuring a sustainable and thriving environment for future generations. 


To achieve this vision, we have proposed the following research principles. 


-—-- 


Give visibility to ecological Connecting actors and Produce and make use of the 
practices within the reparative practices within the reparative resources within the 
network network reparative network 


Figure 59 Research principles. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


Methods of Engagement 


The participatory research methods used to engage with partners and community 
members involved qualitative data collection, mapping exercises, and engagement in 
ecological practices, outlined below. To foster collective action and set a premise for 
analysing and creating strategies with the reparative network, our methods were 
effective tools for identifying important ecological practices, actors, and resources, 
understanding their overarching issues and connections, recognise critical points of 
transformation, and the general emotions of the community with regards to ecological 


practices, nodes, and actors. 
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Figure 60 _ Methods of engagement diagram. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


City walks 


The 2-day tour around Medellin was designed to provide an opportunity to learn from 
the weaving city intervention. Throughout the tour, we witnessed a diverse range of 
"weaving" activities, including storytelling, textile crafts, exhibitions, and more. These 
experiences helped us gain a deeper understanding of the significance and impact of 
weaving, as it has the power to heal memories and souls. Moreover, it served as a 
reminder of the importance of healing and regenerating ecological practices that are 
essential for human well-being across three core elements: the physical, economic, and 


social environments. 


The tour also highlighted the multifaceted nature of ecological reparation practices. It 
served as a reminder that such practices encompass the tangible and visible aspects of 
the physical environment and the emotions and connections that permeate the entire 


environment. 


BM 1m 


Ecological Reparation 


Figure 61 _ City walks moments. Source: Pictures taken by group members during site visits. 


Walks in Moravia 


We went on a series of guided walks as part of the engagement methods (find a map 
below). 


Nodos Eco-point 
Jarum Corserba 
Casa Don Urban Oasis 

MIRA 


Recycling El Molino Creek 


Museum 


Spots of Interest o 


Route of 
Ecological Reperation 


Figure 62 Map of spaces visited in Moravia. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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Walk 1: 


A guided walk around Moravia with a route designed by partners to expose us to 
important dynamics of ecological reparation in Moravia. We met important actors and 
explored significant ecological nodes and practices. We talked to residents and other 
actors to understand the purpose of their practices, the challenges they face, and the 
tensions and connections they have with others. 


We could understand how the community views its territory and collective power in 
changing its natural and social ecologies. Importantly, we explored the territory as a 
domain deserving of ecological reparation. We identified environmental challenges and 
potentials in the spaces on the route. Lastly, we actively participated in ecological 


practices to integrate ourselves with these reparative spaces and practices. 
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Figure 63 _ Map showing the route of walking tour group reception of migrants (2023). Source: Own elaboration based on official 
cartography and the route designed by members of partner organisations. 
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Figure 64 Moravia first walk moments. Source: Pictures taken by group members during site visits. 


Walk 2. 


The second round of guided walks involved us going to critical points of transformation 
identified by the partners. We were taken to the health centre and nodos (along the 
creek), two spaces with failed interventions. Without information from our partners and 
other important actors involved in these failed interventions, we were able to grasp the 
roots of the problem. The health centre intervention had failed because it was an 
exogenous proposal delivered in a top-down approach, thereby limiting the power and 
connection of the community to the intervention. There was no sense of responsibility 
for caring for and maintaining the space, and so after a short interval of time, the area 
began to degrade again. While the community developed the Nodos intervention, it 
failed because there was no incentive to sustain voluntary action of the community, and 
the collective interest in the space condition wavered. These two spaces reflected the big 
debate among leaders on how to prompt continuity of action; some argued for economic 
resources (for incentives), and others argued for the voluntary action of the community. 
During this walk, we identified the poor communication between different actors in the 


reparative network of Moravia. 


Figure 65 _ Moravia's second walk moments. Source: Pictures taken by group members during site visits. 
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Sak Bej Methods 


We learned about the Sak Bej method as an introduction to the entire working process. It 
aimed to foster understanding and expectations between the students and the 
community. The method involved the stones, crossroads, and stars, which prompted us 


to continually reflect on our intentions, goals, and willingness. 


Furthermore, we learned the concept of thinking by feeling, which enabled our thoughts 
to connect with the spatiality of our surroundings, guided by our emotions. This 
approach has become the primary tool for our intervention, aiming to establish 


emotional connections with different places in Moravia. 
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Figure 66 _ Implementing the Sak Bej. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 
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Interviews 


Key Informant Interviews 


We interviewed our partners as leaders involved in the ecological reparation of Moravia. 
We questioned their working relationship and their demands from a reparative network. 
Each leader has different ideas and visions on how to utilise a reparative network, 
although all their ideas were interconnected on expanding the network to prompt 
continuity of ecological reparative practices. We understood the existence of tensions 
and disconnections between these leaders and the consequential failed interventions of 
the fragmented relationship. The leaders explained the importance of the collective 
power of the community and the need for a more balanced power dynamic between the 
community and the more institutionalised actors involved in reparative actions. There 
exist inequalities between these leaders, with more responsibilities lying on some while 


others struggle to have similar roles in the reparative network. 


Figure 67 _ Conducting interviews with key informants. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Household interviews 


We started each interview by offering the community members a plant and an invitation 
to the activities planned at Parque de las Canillas. The purpose of these interviews was to 
explore the perception of the community towards ecological practices. We wanted to 
understand how the community members engage with others within and outside 
Moravia regarding ecological practices. Importantly, we explored the reaction to the 
activities planned for the park and questioned their relationship with the space to 
analyse their connection to the territory. We asked how often they engage with the space 
and got varied answers. Each resident we interviewed had visions for the future of the 
space, but more was needed to motivate them to take responsibility for the care of the 
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space. We highlighted some ecological challenges the community faced, like poor waste 


management, and the underlying roots and actors involved in these difficulties. 


Figure 68 _ Conducting interviews with households. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Collective intervention 


The Parque de la Canillas (Faucet Park) became an important part of our research 
methods and engagement in Moravia. Picked by our partners as an essential point of 
ecological transformation, many of our participatory activities congregated at this park. 
This park holds an important memory for the people. During the early years of 
formation, this park served as the point of washing and gathering for the first wave of 
migrants, especially women of Moravia. This space was the source of water in Moravia, 
where no water networks existed in the early stages of occupation. Water pipes serving 
other areas in the city passed through this location, so people used to go there to wash 
their clothes, bathe their babies, and get water for the day's food. El Parquesito de las 
Canillas also encompasses Moravia's resistance against occupation. The community 
fought to protect this park from the recent wave of migration on El Morro Hill. As it isa 
crucial spatialisation of Moravia's memory and identity of resistance, the Moravita 
community leaders organised an event to repair the degraded park. With significance on 


migration, our work on the park intersected with the Reception of Migrants group. 


The condition of the park was poor. Sewage from occupation on El Morro had collected 
there because of the topography; it was quite dirty of litter and animal excrement due to 
the poor waste management of the surrounding residents, the existing infrastructure had 
degraded, and the soil was polluted due to the sewage. The community leaders planned 
activities like planting ornamental plants that can absorb soil pollution, cleaning the 
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park, and painting a mural on a wall. Together with the Reception of Migrants group, we 
used this existing plan to engage with the community and methods for our research. 


Figure 69 _ Parque de las Canillas. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Invitation 


Drawing from the cultural way of invitation we observed in Moravia, we designed posters 
and flyers and engaged in a parade to call for community participation in the activities 
planned by the community leaders. We handed the flyers to residents and pasted the 
posters around Moravia. The parade involved music and large banners as we moved from 
Jarum (United Gardeners of Moravia, environmental corporation) to the park to call the 
attention of the community to the activities. We used this method of invitation also as an 
opportunity to engage with residents. 


Figure 70 _ Inviting people to join the intervention. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Community meeting 


With the reception of the migration group, we engaged in a community meeting held at 
the park. The meeting included community leaders and residents who were connected to 
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the park. Discussions involved the future of the park and the responsibility of the 
community to care for it. Different members voiced out their visions for the park, some 
wanted a dog park, others a football field and exercise infrastructure. This led to a debate 
about sharing the responsibility of caring for and maintaining the park, some members 
felt they were carrying the weight of the responsibilities because other community 
members were negligent. After this discussion, we informed the community of the 
activities planned by the leaders to repair the park and the significance of each activity 
and once again invited them to join us. 


Figure 71. Meeting the community. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Planting and Cleaning: 


We actively participated in the planting and cleaning activities to repair the park. We 
joined community members and their leaders as they cleaned out the waste, painted the 
mural, and repaired, and painted tires that ornamental plants were housed in. We also 
used these opportunities to interview some people and get a good understanding of the 
repair practices we were engaging in. We learned of the cross-scalar network required for 
these practices to exist. For instance, the compost and soil used for planting were 
brought in from other comunas that practice the natural production of fertiliser in 
Medellin; without them, the planting activity in Moravia would not exist. We also 
understood the park's significance to the people and how the ecological transformations 
had multiple impacts. The park was also an important site for communal cooking, a 


cultural practice of gathering that is very important to the people. 
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Figure 72. Planting and cleaning during the intervention. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 


Emotional mapping: 


Emotional Mapping is an exercise aimed at bringing visibility to intangible elements 
such as feelings and memories. Inspired by the Sak Bej method, the community with 
whom we collaborated recognized the community members themselves as the primary 
tool and catalyst for change. They acknowledged and connected the assets present in the 
territory by engaging in thoughtful and emotionally driven reflection. 


During this exercise, we encouraged individuals to contemplate their own perceptions of 
each place that embodies various forms of ecological reparation practices in Moravia. 
Additionally, we invited them to openly share their emotions associated with these 
places. An intriguing aspect of the exercise was the realisation that individuals could 
experience multiple, and sometimes conflicting, emotions towards a single place, such as 
happiness and sadness. However, these emotions served as reflections of the 
community's memories, expectations for a better future, and the potential for 
connecting these networks together through emotional bonds to facilitate further 


interventions. 


Figure 73 _ Emotional mapping during the intervention. Source: Pictures taken by group members. 
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Analysis of Findings 


In this section, we go deeper with the interpretation of data collected, both 
secondary and primary data collected throughout our research. It involves the 
systematic organisation and synthesis of data to extract meaningful insights on the 
Repa-Net in Moravia. The findings are presented with clear and concise spatial maps and 
actor diagrams. This section serves as a vital component in the formulation of our 


strategies for transformation. 


Analytical Framework 


The Repa-Net is used to analyse the findings in the following ways: 


- To Highlight: Firstly, it helps highlight and visualise the different actors involved 
in conducting ecological practices and managing resources within the present 
network. While the community recognizes these practices, there is a 
fragmentation in the engagement between institutions. The Repa-Net aims to 
facilitate stakeholders in reflecting on and evaluating themselves, thus rebuilding 
trust, respect, and connections between different roles. It also demonstrates the 
connections between actors regarding funding, labour, land, and interests, 


enabling people to find support and visualise their duties and responsibilities. 


- "To Connect: The Repa-Net traces actors' spatial attachment, social interests, and 
conflicts between places by capturing and visualising various emotions through 
participatory emotion mapping. This encompasses residents' emotions regarding 
ecological practices, community places, desired spaces, and other spatial 
elements in Moravia. This approach recognizes the need for human and 
non-human elements as sources to enable individuals to act as tools for 


maintaining ecological reparation. 


- To Strategize: Repa-Net facilitates the analysis of potentials and challenges, 
offering critical alternative ideas to the community rather than rigid solutions. 
Repa-Net can be utilised to organise actions, intervention plans, and designs to 


effectively manifest them in the spatial environment. 
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To Highlight 


Our analysis of the elements of the Repa-Net identifies three categories of actors 
(grassroots organisations, institutions, and residents), tangible and intangible resources. 
Main ecological practices include recycling, cultivation, and education. The linkages 
between the actors, resources, and practices highlight the contributions and 
interdependencies within the network. The mapping served as a tool to identify the 
elements within the network and the connections between them. With the map, gaps or 


disconnections within the network were highlighted. 


ACTORS RESOURCES PRACTICE 
- 4 3 y ENGAGEMENT AND TRAINING 
| 1.Tr 
| : 
| 

GRASSROOT 
| SPACE 
ORGANIZATIONS | 
CORSERBA FUNDING 
CDCM 
JARUM FOOD FOR SHARING 
RECYCLING MUSEUM 
COJARDICOM INTEREST (CRAFT) 
OASIS URBANO 
PHYSICAL RESOURCES 


COUNCIL OF MEDELLIN 1.Collect recyclable materials collected from households in recycling 


museum 


UNIVERSITY OF ANTIOQUIA 2.Garbage sorting in recycling museum 


TRUST 
es: planting in tires in nodos and CDCM. 
EMOTION tires:build recreation facilities in park Canillas. 
KNOWLEDGE 1.Residents sale their household waste to recycling museum. 
2 Recycling museum resale to paper mill or other company. 
MEMORY 3.Making crafts and small goods such as Corserba jewellery, rosemary. 
RESIDENTS 
WOMEN Cleaning 
1.Waste picking in park Canillas. 
KIDS 2.Waste picking on the road only in nodos and CDCM. 
RESIDENTS COLLECTIVE POWER 
VOLUNTARY GROUP Cultivation 
prem chicken, egg. lemon, aloe, banana, 
! CO-CREATION 


4.Planting in tires 


Figure 74 _ Connections within the Repa-Net. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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Figure 75 _ Spatialisation of Ecological Practices. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


To Connect 


This map identifies residents' strong attachments and belongingness to their territory. 
This map is important because emotions (connected to memory and identity) 
significantly influence people's sense of responsibility towards their territory and 
ecological practices. The map demonstrates the residents’ intertwined emotions with 
objects, spaces, and actors. This map is relevant because the reparative network is 
connected to the territory beyond the physical and spatial dimensions. By prioritising 
emotions, we explore how the Repa-Net can enhance the residents' quality of life, enrich 
their memories, and maintain sustainability while fostering well-being for all residents 


and visitors in Moravia. 
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Figure 76 Mapping Emotions of Residents to the Territory. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


To Strategize 


This map gives an overview of the challenges and potentials of critical points 
encompassing the Repa-Net in Moravia. It shows the work capacity and the knowledge 
gap of the current situation between the institutional organisation and the community. It 
shows that the potential for upscaling is only centralised in certain places and the 
disconnection between each place. 


All of these will relate to the institutional capacities of the actors to identify the 
disconnected spaces, practices, and actors that will lead to the potential of formulating 
our strategy, as well as the most significant obstacles to implementing the 


community-led intervention proposals. 
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Figure 77 Mapping the Potentials and Challenges. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


The territory is mapped as a site for the resources required for the Repa-Net. The map 
highlights the environmental challenges and potentials from the present condition of 


Moravia. It also connects it to Medellin on a wider scale. 
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Figure 77 _ Mapping the Territory and its Connection to Medellin. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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Strategies 


In the last section, we propose a series of proposals with cross-scalar significance to 
improve the reparative network and contribute to the permanent residence of Moravia in 
a safe, healthy, and united community. 


Proposals are divided into two parts: community building and infrastructure 
development. The former is a proposal for building connections and visibility, aiming to 
increase community cohesion and mutual recognition to enhance the continuity and 
sustainability of the local reparative network. The latter emphasises how we, as urban 
designers, can inform the design of physical space for reparative networks through 


redesigning and reimagining space. 


| Make visible the collective memory of ecological 


l 
I reparation practice through cultural events. 
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Figure 79 _ Principles and guidelines. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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b 4 Proposal 1: Community Building 


This proposal focuses on establishing the committee as the representatives of managing 
resources for collective ecological interventions and activating and utilising the resource 


element that builds connections and relationships within the community. 


Actions 
* Establish an elected body of local people (representatives from community and 


grassroots organisations) entrusted with allocating and managing resources 
(monetary and non-monetary) required for collective ecological interventions. 

* Establish a community board dedicated to honouring ecological actors and 
practices, fostering a culture of celebration and recognition. 

* Equip grassroots organisations and the CDCM with technological means to 
produce ecological repair-themed radio shows to connect across Moravia and 
Medellin. 

« Activate local spaces and gather events as opportunities for communication and 


negotiation among key stakeholders. 


=> Proposal 2: Infrastructure Development 


This proposal illustrates the link between various ecological reparation initiatives that 
function collectively in the spatial space. The main concept revolves around adaptability, 
allowing spaces, activities, and environments to adjust as the context evolves across 
different scales. Thus, the design should be versatile and multi-functional, 


eco-scaffolding, eco-market, and eco-corridor represent such mechanisms. 


Actions: 
*  Eco-scaffolding: Create adjustable spaces for engagement activities related to 


ecological reparation using a versatile architectural modular structure that can be 
easily adjusted and applied to different sites in Moravia. 

*  Eco-market: Organise creative cultural events that foster an economic atmosphere 
and contribute to developing the community's identity while inspiring 
participation in ecological reparation practices among the people of Moravia. 

*  Eco-corridor: Implement and develop a pathway that connects ecological 
reparation nodes across various scales and integrates small-scale practitioners 


into the broader ecological repair framework. 
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Figure 80 _ Eco-strategic map. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 
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Illustrating our strategies: 
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Figure 81 _ Intervention model. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


An important part of our strategy is the Parque de las Canillas. It will host a waste 
collection point where the community participates in the initiative to collect and 
organise refuse. It facilitates the economy of recycling and waste redistribution by 
community organisations such as the Recycling Museum. This waste point will also 
collect food waste for composting. The product of which will be available to facilitate 


planting practices around Moravia. 


We aim to utilise the park's identity as a gathering place to host events dedicated to 
ecological repair. Thus, to enhance the quality of the park we designed signage made 
from recycled materials. The signs will be made from workshop projects hosted in the 


park for children to connect the people to these ecological initiatives. 
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Figure 82 Visualisation Parque de las Canillas. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


Another important corridor is the waterside along the creek from Nodos to Urban Oasis. 
Importantly, it links to Coorserva, a vital ecological node. We designed an eco-market on 
both sides of the creek, a market that operates on the weekends. The aim is that the 
market forms the identity of the space. It can focus on selling local foods, fruits, 
handmade art and crafts, souvenirs, flowers, and vegetation. The community will have a 
sense of belonging by designing a strip of commercial areas to create a new narrative 
about this space. This will build a sense of duty and responsibility to care for the space. 


An important part of space intervention is providing a bigger market for Coorserva's 
ecological products. Transforming the roof garden of Coorserva into a cultural exchange 
centre that activates and expands existing tourism activities that integrate recycling 
with culture. 
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Figure 83 _ Visualisation La Bermejala Creek. Source: Own elaboration [ecological reparation group]. 


The areas between La Bermejala Creek and the Health Centre hold potential for social 
gatherings. Ecological interventions in this area aim to create recreational and gathering 
spaces. These spaces present opportunities for repairing the relationships within the 
community while also protecting critical environmental nodes. The spaces are designed 
to encompass the wide range of social and cultural activities the Moravita community 
engages in, including dancing, playing football, and much more. 


Additionally, a market dedicated to trading products and resources of ecological 
practices can stimulate the local economy while activating the space and creating 
incentives for its care in the users. This area is also designed to be a buffer zone due to its 
proximity to the river. Planting trees and ornamental flowers along the creek mitigates 
flooding and enhances the overall scenery. 
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Figure 84 Visualisation market between La Bermejala Creek and the Health Centre. Source: Own elaboration [ecological 
reparation group]. 

Our strategies aim to have a bottom-up expansion, thus, there exists a cross-scalar 
impact. A map of Medellin demonstrates the potential for expanding the reparative 
network beyond Moravia. This map identifies key actors that can facilitate valuable 
collaborations. Support from formal organisations such as universities, Empresas Varias 
(responsible for waste collection), and community organisations and centres across 
Medellin widens the reach of the Repa-Net. We aim to highlight opportunities for 
securing funding and enhancing collaborative efforts across the city. Good connections 
across communities and practices in Medellin strengthen the long-term effectiveness of 
the Repa-Net and contribute to the protection and resilience of the urban space. 
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Phases of implementation: 
Short Term: 


1. 


Du Mast a 


Identifying and buffering spaces of intervention. 
Establishing a community board. 

Formulating an electoral process. 

Establishing the eco-scaffolding infrastructure. 
Small-scale outreach and ecological workshops. 


Creating a team for the radio show 


Medium Term: 


1.  Publicising and educating the electoral process. 

2. Advertising radio show 

3.  Organising and establishing eco-markets 

4. Hosting events in spaces of intervention 

5. Starting process of repairing buffer green spaces 
Long Term: 

1. Hosting election 

2. Starting radio show 

3. Opening the eco-corridor 
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Final remarks 


From the ecological reparation practices and knowledge that form a significant aspect of 
Moravia, we have taken an approach that emphasises understanding the 
interconnectedness between actors, practices, and resources. Simultaneously, we frame 
the recognition of reparation activities as essential practices. Moreover, our objective is 
to pave the way for acknowledging these traditions within Medellin by developing 
strategies that leverage the existing skills within the community. These strategies aim to 
weave ecological practices together, creating a healing environment that enhances 


people's lives physically, socially, and economically in Moravia. 


The implemented interventions have shown us new ways of engagement that intersect 
actions in the physical environment and social aspects, leading to collective power in 
regenerating and defending the territory. As a result, we believe that to activate the 
reparative network, active participation from practitioners across different scales, from 
micro to macro, is crucial and must align to complement and support the 


working process. 
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Conclusions 


In the context of a national process seeking territorial peace, this project looked at 
the (hi)stories of territorial reclamation - the main claims mobilised for the right to the 
city - as a strategy to frame the spatial repercussions of reparation and restorative 
justice. This report documents myriad ways to frame a living archive departing from our 
engagement with diverse community organisations in Moravia. We contend that living 
archives operate as tools weaving people in place through situated methodologies that 
trace and co-create spatial practices. We found that living archives are inscribed in 
bodies, self-built urban spaces, and collective reclamation practices. Three questions 
were opened to explore how to enact living archives that serve as tools for territorial 


reclamation while contributing to territorial reparation: 


How to transform 
body-territory emotions into 
collective action? 

How to record and mobilise a 
living archive? 

How does weaving 
past-present-future serve 


territorial reclamation? 
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With these questions in mind, we asked what a living archive entails; the project 
collaborators and partners from JARUM, the CDCM, Moravia Resiste, Tricilab, Mama 
Chila Tours, Fundación Oasis Urbano, and the Red de organizaciones culturales Comuna 
4. Their answers are evidence of the diverse knowledge people bring to collective 
practices. They help us understand how analytical and operational debates are bridged 
through spatial practice or reclamation and repair. 


"Archivo Vivo is a feedback practice to analyse the past, question the present and 
propose the future. Living archives enable community pedagogies and advocacy 


for planning and policy decisions". (Luz Mila Hernández - Moravia Resiste). 


^A living archive involves analysis, collective action, advocacy, memory, art, 
community living culture, and orality”. (Yeison Henao - Red de organizaciones 


culturales Comuna 4). 


“The living archive is everything that is part of the past, that we take now as a 
basis for building the future, regardless of whether it is collective or individual 
memory, an infrastructure or a person. The living archive does not die with time, 
even if it transforms. This archive builds new alternatives for a future that is 
apparently already established, builds and rebuilds human ties necessary for the 
life of communities, and generates new connections with that which remains 


static in the past but which we want to recover". (Leslie Osorno- Moravia Resiste). 


"Living Archive in Moravia are the voices of the leaders, the weavings of the 
women, the maps co-created by the community, the spaces recovered with 
environmental actions, the environmental undertakings of the sector. Living 
Archive allows us to live and feel the past of Moravia, recognise the present, and 


project the future". (Jesica Gómez - Jarum). 


"The Living Archive comes alive in the people, their stories, their community 
practices. The living archive is that which proposes questions, which unveils the 
rhizome, which in this case is the community, and the practices that constitute it 
are linked to the ways of living the neighbourhood, of appropriating it, from the 
base nucleus, such as the family, or the individual. They are the relations with the 
otherness, the civic, artistic and cultural actions, the political practices (not 
partisan), how people participate, the conversation that weaves and weaves the 


history of life, of the neighbourhood and its history". (Arbey Gómez - Tricilab). 
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^A living archive is the sum of socially relevant interactions generated in a 
community to build memory and resistance. The practices of collective care, 
remembrance, and the construction of imagined futures constitute practices of 


living archives". (Fernando Silva - Ministerio de Vivienda Chile). 


“T understand the Living Archive as the set of knowledge, practices, agreed 
narratives that define the ways of doing life in a certain territory, that give value, 
meaning and that constitute a political tool for the defence and care of it". (Emilio 


Hernandez - Cocina Colaboratorio - México) 


This collective exploration of living archives as tools for territorial reclamation and 
repair revealed an urgent need to connect our feelings to the territory. By spatialising our 
emotions, we bridge connections with our past in the present, triggering processes of 
territorial healing that are centred “on the knowledge, agency and spatial imagination of 
communities affected by geo-trauma" (Ortiz & Gómez-Córdoba, 2023: p. 8). By co-creating 
knowledge, living archives call for collective actions that observe, recognise and 
appreciate the territory as an 'affective infrastructure of knowledge co-production (Ortiz 
et al, 2022). Therefore, in the current context where the country has embarked on a 
transition towards territorial peace, engaging with living archives becomes key to 
documenting what has been woven, torn apart, and repaired while interweaving the 


polyphony of stories of dispute and togetherness. 
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